
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

December 24, 2020     
Christmas Eve 

 
All are welcome to this service of communion;  

All are wanted at the table of the Lord. 

 
Celebrant: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 

Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  
115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 

 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  

visit us on the web@ www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 

During the Service — Let God speak to you 

After the Service — Speak to one another 

TO JOIN THIS SERVICE  LIVE VIA ZOOM 
 

To join this service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the link. 
 

To join this service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
 

Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 
 

Password: 382635 
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THE GATHERING 
 
Choir Prelude: Children Go Where I Send Thee 
 
The Opening Song:   O come, all ye faithful 
 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come, and behold him, 
 born the King of angels; 
 
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
2 God from God, 
 Light from Light eternal, 
 lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
 only-begotten 
 Son of God the Father;  Refrain 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God, 
 glory in the highest;  Refrain 
 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing;  Refrain 
 

The Word of God: 

Let us pray:  

We have been watching and waiting during the long winter days of Advent and Christmas is finally here!  We 
know that this season of celebration can sometimes also be shadowed with sadness, but this day reminds us 
once again that God breaks into the world in unexpected ways and again, we can rejoice in Emmanuel, God 
With Us. Gracious God, you have given us the gift of your son and the gift of each other. Thank you for all 
those who are here and for the countless others who live in our hearts. Touch us, O God, as we celebrate the 
birth of your Son this night and make us mindful of others.  Help us not be afraid to know and share each oth-
er’s pain, and embolden us with hope, peace, joy and faith this night and forever more. AMEN 
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Song for candle lighting: Angels we have heard on high 

Candle Lighting Prayer 

We have been watching and waiting and Christmas is finally here! So tonight we  now light the white candles 
which represent the light of Christ coming into the world. Let us remember that what was hidden in darkness 
is now bathed in light and go forth to share God’s illumination with the entire world. 
 
ALL:  Dear God, thank you for being our Light in the darkness. Help us walk in 
           that Light forever and ever. Thank you for sharing Jesus with us on this  
           most holy of nights! Amen. 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 singing sweetly through the night, 
 and the mountains in reply 
 echoing their brave delight. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why these songs of happy cheer? 
 What great brightness did you see? 
 What glad tidings did you hear? 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
4 See him in a manger laid 
 whom the angels praise above; 
 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
 while we raise our hearts in love. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

We observe a brief silence to center ourselves, and to prepare to listen deeply to scripture 
 and the Spirit. 
 
May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Collect of the day: 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and 
the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE 

Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the Lord when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

A Reading from Titus 

Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, Gospel of  Luke 2:1-20 
 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Beth-
lehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an an-
gel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the peo-
ple: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
 
We observe a brief silence for reflection. 

The Gospel Song:  Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed; 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay; 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
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The Affirmation of our Faith 
 
Below is the Apostles’ Creed, an ancient baptismal creed, but using the words, “I give my heart,” a truer trans-

lation of the Latin word, “credo”, than “I believe”. 

 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The People stand or kneel. 
 

Sisters and brothers, rejoicing in the love of God that has taken flesh among us in Christ Jesus, let us confi-
dently bring to the Lord the petitions of our heart this Christmas night, saying: 
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For the believing community throughout the world, especially for those in positions of leadership, that they 
might always work to give glory to God and to bring peace to our earth. 
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For all the people gathered this night to worship and praise God around the world, that we might always bear 
the good news of Christ our light in the world. 
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For those lost in the darkness of prejudice, hostility and fear; for those burdened by the yoke of injustice, ter-
rorism, hunger and war; and for all our brothers and sisters in any type of need, that the love of Jesus might 
touch their hearts bringing them peace, hope and healing. 
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For the homeless, and for the children born in the midst of poverty and pain, that there may be room at the 
inn for all God’s people.  
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For the sick and the dying among us, and for those who care for them, that the love our Savior may bless and 
comfort them this night and always.  
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers:  Ena, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff,  
Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Jeanne, Michelle, Pam, Liz, Janice, PamZ, Sue, Frank, Carol, 
Candy, Jennifer, Nina, Susan, Barbara, Dan, Donna, Herman, David, Keta, Brianna, Helen, Craig, 
Matthew, Jennie, Al, LaCara, Jerry, Earlene, Dan, Owen, Joe, Mimi, Katherine, Diann, Helen, Mike. 
Are there others? 
 
Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 
In the name of the newborn savior, hear our prayer. 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
All loving and knowing God, we thank you for gracing us with the gift of your Son this night. Confident of 
your continuing love for us, we have placed our needs before you. Hear and answer our prayers, through that 
same newborn Jesus whom we welcome and celebrate forever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE 
 
 
The Offering Song:  What Child is This? 
 
What child is this, who laid to rest 
In Mary’s lap is sleeping; 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds’ watch are keeping? 
 
Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the king 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading: 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 
Come pesant, king to own Him. 
The King of Kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Christmas Eve 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to God. 
Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, we gather around this table like those who thronged your Son’s manger. We 
long for you to bring all of us in our diversity to the place where our humanity and your divinity meet. You 
had too much love to keep it to yourself; and though we took up arms against you and one another, you dis-
armed us in coming into our midst as a defenseless baby. As his arms were tied in swaddling clothes, so 
later his hands were nailed to the cross; yet you made his birth the foretaste of our redemption and his death 
the gateway to resurrected life. You give us such joy and peace in your company that our hearts join the 
angels in the Christmas sky over Bethlehem, singing the hymn of your eternal praise.  

Celebrant and People sing: 
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Celebrant continues.  
 
God of new birth, as you laid your Son in Mary’s arms, place these gifts of bread and wine in our 
hands. Sanctify your church to be as fragile and tender and true as the infant Savior.  
 
We ask you, Lord God, to send down your Spirit, so that this bread and wine may become for us the 
Body and Blood of Christ.  And send your Spirit upon us, also, that our lives may reflect your light in 
the darkness, and show the world whose people we are. And so many years later, on the night before 
He died for us, Jesus was at supper with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and 
gave it to them and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them and 
said:  “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
  
Great is the mystery of our faith. 
People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
 
God who exalts the humble and humbles the exalted, as you drew the shepherds to the manger, call us 
to yourself so that we too may witness Jesus in our day. In this banquet we will share, restore us in 
your image, surround us with the saints and angels and prepare us for life in Christ. 
  
For it is through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, from the ends of the  
earth to the heights of heaven, that we praise you with the joy of the redeemed. 
People: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus, come.  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we for-

give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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BREAKING OF BREAD 
 
Celebrant:  He whom the universe could not contain is present to us in this bread  
 and this wine. 
 
People:       In them God comes to us, so that we may come to God. 
 
As the bread is broken, we sing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God, for all of us, the holy people of God. Take them in  
 remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanks-

giving. 

Communion Solo:  Mary, Did You Know, Amy Saari 
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The Closing Song:   Silent Night 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Let us go forth into this holy night rejoicing in the newborn savior and proclaiming this good news to all we 
meet! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Thanks be to God! Allelluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:  said by all, standing or kneeling 

We praise and thank you, God our Creator, for you have not left us alone. Each year you come to us as 
Emmanuel, God with us, in a manger; Each time you come to us, in the broken bread and cup we share. 
Give us courage to see your Christ in all who suffer; and to offer our hands to the helpless, food to the hun-
gry, and rescue for the oppressed.  In his holy Name we pray.  Amen 
 

 
The Blessing 
 
May Almighty God, the Creator, the Savior and the Holy Spirit, who sent the angels to proclaim the good 
news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, peace and love this night and forever more. AMEN. 
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JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY  
Tuesdays at 7 pm on Zoom  (Meeting info will remain as follows each week) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015     Password: 683930  Or call:  312-626-6799 

 
DECEMBER 27 SERVICES 

We will have one service of Lessons & Carols at 10 am on Zoom this day.  Following our service, Bishop  
Perry will hold a special service at 11 am on Zoom with guest Governor Gretchen Whitmer.  Links to these 

services will be on our website. 
 

2021 ANNUAL MEETING 
This year’s annual meeting will take place on Sunday,  

January 31, following a single 10 am service.  It will take place online on Zoom.  Information will be 
 provided on how to join the meeting either via the internet or telephone.  The list of  

eligible voters follows on the next page. 
 
 

WARMING CENTER FEBRUARY 14-21 
Warming Center is not rotating among churches this year, but our help is still needed to provide food for their 

guests.  Volunteers are needed to make food in their own homes and deliver to the church.  We will make 
soups, stews and sandwiches.  Volunteers will also be needed to transport the food from the church to the  

shelter each day between 11 am and 1 pm.  Donations requested include individual servings of cereal,  
breakfast bars, chips, snacks, lunch items, as well as laundry pods and dryer sheets.   

The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 
our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including  St. Bartholomew in San Cristobal DR, St. 
Matthew’s & St. Joseph’s in Detroit, St. Mary the Virgin in Montillano DR;  for Gretchen, our Governor;  

Donald, our President, and all members of Congress. 
 

For Ena Pederson, Cynthis Burdie, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah Pinto,  
Jeanne Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler, Pam Zawierucha,  

Sue Schlanbusch, Carol Bales, Candy Dixon, Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Susan Fox,  
Frank & Barbara Davenport, Dan Davenport, Donna Hanes, Herman Houser, David Sonntag,  
Keta, Brianna, Helen Stein, Craig Anderson, Matthew, Jennie Berube, Al Hunt, LaCara Hunt,  

Dan, Jerry & Earlene Gardner, Owen F., Joe Fettue, Mimi Lambert, Katherine Domienik,  
Diann Simmons, Mike Oravec, Helen Fitzgibbon, the Lymperis family. 

 
Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   

In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  
(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 

Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
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The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 

 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sundays, online 8:30 & 10:30 am.  Visit our website for more information. 

Bible Study:  Thursdays at 10 am.   

 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Community Suppers:  

Sundays at 4:30, take-out meals only 

Wednesdays at 4:30, take-out meals only 

 

Food Pantry: 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 

 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  

financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 

 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 

586-465-4573 


