
July 2021 

Updated COVID-19 Protocols  
For The Diocese of Michigan 
from Bishop Bonnie Perry 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

We are very glad to formally announce that all dioceses in  
Michigan’s lower peninsula will enter Phase 3 of the Plan for  
Re-Entry for Great Lakes Episcopalians effective July 1, 2021.  
The first Sunday this affects is July 4, 2021.  

 

We enter Phase 3 for the first time as our vaccination rates are on the rise, our hospital and 
death rates are dropping, with new information from the CDC, and as our governor’s COVID-
19 policies are set to expire. We are due for celebration! 
 
This Phase of “Deeper Participation” is focused on best practices with only a few hard  
requirements, encouraging and empowering responsible local decision-making as you  
determine what level of re-entry is appropriate for your community at this time.  
Because Phase 3 had not been modified since it was originally drafted in March 2020, the 
statewide group has instituted some changes to the original document reflective of what 
we’ve learned over the last sixteen months. Here is an overview of Phase 3, including areas 
that have been modified: 
 
• Masks are encouraged indoors and not required outdoors. Masks are especially encouraged in the following circumstances: 
 ministry with immunocompromised populations, children’s ministry (while children remain ineligible for vaccination), and 
 when distributing communion. 
• There are no capacity restrictions nor distancing requirements. It is advised that precautions be in place to avoid crowding.  
• The preparation and serving of food is permitted. Self-serve buffets are not allowed.  
• Communion is permitted in one kind using bread or wafers.  
• Communal spaces must be cleaned on a regular basis. However, it is no longer required that this take place before and after 
 every gathering.  
 
Please read “Phase 3: Deeper Participation” for additional detail and recommendations.   
 
Remember that the pandemic is ongoing and while some aspects of our “normal” lives become more accessible, this may not be true 
for all people or all communities. Please remain generous and compassionate to folks who may not be able yet to return to in-person 
activities and to those that will continue to wear masks to protect themselves for whatever reason. We encourage you to continue to 
monitor the COVID-19 Risk Map and consider instituting extra precautions should your county enter orange or red status.  
 
We are also accustomed to the experience of changing circumstances. Please remember that we remain under the pastoral directives 
of the Plan for Re-Entry for Great Lakes Episcopalians. Should factors beyond our control (new virus variants, etc.) prompt new re-
strictions from the state and/or CDC, there remains the possibility of moving back to a previous phase.  
 
As always, please route clarifying questions or concerns to Canon Jo Ann Hardy at jhardy@edomi.org. 
  
Yours in Christ,  
 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry 
11th Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 
          
 
 
 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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SUMMER READING GROUP 

At our first meeting on June 23rd we jumped right into several of the themes that our book, FIVE DAYS  
by Wes Moore addressed. Starting off the conversation with the BLACK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT and 
exploring reasons for the racial inequality in our country, we wrestled with our own complicity and  
privilege while searching for possible solutions that continued to elude us. This book is written in a format 
that is easy to read and understand from the perspective of several people who were somehow connected 
to the incident or aftermath of Freddie Gray’s death while in Baltimore police custody. 
 

Even if you weren’t able to join us for this session, you are invited to participate in our next two  
gatherings on Wednesdays, July 14 and August 11 from 6:00 – 7:30 in our sanctuary or login on zoom.  
For the July meeting please read pages 79 – 171 and for the final group in August we will complete  
pages 172 – 261. Thank you to the 23 people who joined us in June, we look forward to seeing you  
and welcoming others in July! 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES IN JULY 
 
July 4th      
Pastor Steve will be out of town, so we will only have one service at 10:30 am led by Pam Sherry who is a licensed worship leader in 
our diocese. This service will be livestreamed on Facebook and Zoom. No communion on this day, but everyone is welcome in the 
sanctuary. 
 
July 11th     
Pastor Steve will be here for both the 8:30 and 10:30 services, you may join us in person or on Zoom for both services and Facebook 
for the 10:30 time.  
 
July 18th     
Our 150th Anniversary Committee will be providing an 1870 style Morning Prayer worship at both the 8:30 and 10:30 services. There 
will not be a Zoom option at 8:30 but you may login for Zoom or Facebook at the 10:30 service and of course you may attend in 
person at both services. 
 
July 25th  
Pastor Steve will be sailing in the Port Huron to Mackinaw race so we will only have one Morning Prayer service at 10:30 am led by 
licensed worship leader, Tish Germain. This service will be livestreamed on Facebook and Zoom. No communion on this day, but 
everyone is welcome in the sanctuary. 
 

We apologize that there is not an 8:30 service option on July 4th and 25th. 
Thank you for your flexibility and understanding. 

Coffee Hour Ministry 
 
On July 4th we are able to have our coffee hour back!  Of course, however, we will need someone 
who could oversee this ministry.   
This involves making sure there is coffee, creamer, sugar etc.….and maintaining the volunteer  
sign-up calendar.   When supplies are purchased for coffee hour, one just has to submit a receipt 
to the treasurer and they will be reimbursed.    
 
If this sounds like something you would like to do, please contact Pastor Steve or Tish to get you 
going on this wonderful ministry of bringing our Church community together with coffee and  
conversation. 
 
Tish Germain 
Gracetreasurer1870@gmail.com 
586-337-0108 

mailto:Gracetreasurer1870@gmail.com
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AMY’S COFFEE CORNER 
 
“It’s not our table, it’s the Lord’s.”  
 

These words on Instagram stood out to me like a blooming rose in a storm. I have a human weakness for phone scrolling, and  
words like that remind me why I still do it. Sometimes I find something profound.  
 

It’s not our table…. When we come to church, do we feel like everything in it is “ours,” like we have ultimate ownership over  
everything, and we control how much of it we share and how much of it we keep to ourselves? Do we feel like God has given this  
gift of church only to us, only to the people that come every Sunday? When we invite people to church, are we inviting them to  
“our” house, as if a visitor isn’t already in the family of humanity that is God’s?  
 

It’s not our table. On paper, a church is owned by people and is a human institution. But the church that we want to share, the  
church that is already God’s gift to all of humanity, doesn’t exist on paper. It exists in relationship. Remember all those  
admonishments we heard in our childhood, “We are the church”? During the pandemic, we’ve had to dredge this phrase up to  
remind ourselves who we are and what church really is apart from the building. But some of us are still attached to the building.  
One way to deal with our attachment is to reflect on the possibility that it’s not our building. Don’t get me wrong - the building has 
dire needs of its own we must fulfill if we’re going to keep doing our work. But it’s not there for us to keep to ourselves.  
 

It’s not our table. In social justice circles, “the table” is the place where humanity is shared and celebrated, and our hope is that  
everyone has a place and a say. We hope for this because we know deep down it’s not our reality - the privileged among us think  
they own the table. WE think we own the table. We don’t. It’s not ours to share.  
 

Let’s think about this in terms of the Eucharist. Christians have a strong sense of ownership over this tradition, but the irony here is 
that the table is God’s and not “ours.” The Eucharist is a banquet of love because of who it’s shared with, not because of who “owns” 
it.  At the table of God, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) Because it’s God’s table, He can share it with whomever he wants, and for this reason, and because 
God is Love, we serve everyone invited. Because everyone is invited. 
 

It’s not our table. This is also why we serve gluten free wafers and juice for those who need it. This is also why we serve meals on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. This is also why we serve coffee hour. It’s ALL the Lord’s table. It’s also the reason I’m writing a song on 
those words, which I’ll share at an upcoming service during Eucharist. I’m hoping that we reflect on this as part of our continuing  
journey back to the church building this summer, and that our reflections result in a widening of the table, a rush for more chairs, 
because everyone invited can truly be served. 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2021 Vestry  

Pam Sherry, Senior Warden 
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,  

Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert, 
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,  

Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz  
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

July Birthdays 
 

Cassandra Kinsora  7-3 
Sherie Borsa  7-6 
Budd Denham  7-9 
Donna Chandra  7-12 
Fred Seewald  7-12 
Don Siefkes  7-14 
Scott Satterly  7-17 
Amelia Lau  7-18 
Rosemary Berger  7-20 
Rosemary Lake  7-23 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  
B on them, please pass them along to 
help us fill backpacks with weekend 

food for hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, 

Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and  

follow the link. 
Or call: 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
Password: 683930 

Pastor Steve  7-26 
Bill Atkinson  7-27 
Nanette Lutz  7-30 


