
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

A Protestant church in the worldwide 

Anglican Communion. 

A Service of Christmas Lessons and Carols 

January 1, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Canticle 

A Song of True Motherhood 

Julian of Norwich 

God chose to be our mother in all things * 

and so made the foundation of his work, 

most humbly and most pure, in the Virgin’s womb. 

God, the perfect wisdom of all, * 

arrayed himself in this humble place. 

Christ came in our poor flesh *  

to share a mother’s care. 

Our mothers bear us for pain and for death; * 

our true mother, Jesus, bears us for joy and endless life. 

Christ carried us within him in love and travail, *  

until the full time of his passion. 

And when all was completed and he had carried us so for joy, * 

 still all this could not satisfy the power of his wonderful love. 

All that we owe is redeemed in truly loving God, * 

for the love of Christ works in us; Christ is the one whom we love. 

 



Opening Hymn On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

 

 

THE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

First Lesson    Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD 

God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be 



with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this that 

you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The LORD God said to the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, 

cursed are you among all animals  

and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go,  

and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

and you will strike his heel.’ 

And to the man he said, 

‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten of the tree 

about which I commanded you, 

“You shall not eat of it”, 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

By the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground,  

for out of it you were taken; 

you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.’ 

 

 

 

 

 



Carol O little town of Bethlehem 

 

 

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18 

God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed. 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have 

sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I 

will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the 

sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 

voice.’ 



Carol O come, o come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 



Third Lesson       Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah. 

The people who walked in darkness  

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us,  

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders;  

and he is name 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually,  

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onwards and for evermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

 



Carol God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Lesson       Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation. 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,  

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 



His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze,  

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy  

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  

as the waters cover the sea 

 

 

 



Carol The Holly and the Ivy 

 

 

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-35, 38 

An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a child. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, 

‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Carol There’s a Star in the East 

 

 



 

 

Sixth Lesson    Luke 2:1-7 

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem where Mary gives birth to her child. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 

 

 

Carol In the Bleak Midwinter 

 

 



 

 

 

Seventh Lesson   Luke 2:8-16 

Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah. 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favours!’ 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 



Carol It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eighth Lesson   Matthew 2:1-11 

Magi from the East comes seeking the Messiah and offer gifts to the baby Jesus. 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

           are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler 

          who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for 

the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they 

had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

 

 



Carol We Three Kings 

 

 

 

Ninth Lesson   John 1:1-14 

The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of grace and truth. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 



 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 

full of 

grace and truth. 

 

 

Carol What Child is This 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The People stand or kneel. 

 

Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus. Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from 

great distances to Bethlehem that they might greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your Church, and all of your people 

to you – that we might be the Church and the People who you call us to be. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your Presence; Fill us with your Spirit, and 

renew our lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ Light, and Kings to the brightness of his rising; Draw our nation, our President, 

and all in authority, to His brightness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all peoples; Bring us your 

peace, and bring an end to and terror and strife. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As shepherds were drawn away from their flocks by night; Draw those who do not know you yet to the 

knowledge and love of you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; Be especially present with those 

who have nowhere to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those who are hungry. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to far off lands; Bless all families, 

especially the families of our parish, and protect those who travel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers: Ena, Liz, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, 

Barbara, Donna, Katherine, Karen, Jasmine, Allen, Tom, Sandy, Darrell, Frankie, Sue, Lianne, Lori, 

Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Connie, Charlotte, Adele, Joan, James, Elizabeth, Teresa, Carole, Anne, Janet, 

Gary, Sandy, Jeanne, Elizabeth, Richard, Matthew, Joyce, Donna, Pamela, Rob, Bill, Robbie, Julie, Mimi, 

Brianna, Mary Jo, Scott, Dennis, Sue, Rosemary, Rob, Mary, Linda, Dottie, Matthew, Tom, Wayne, Mike. 

 

Are there others? 

 

That they may receive your healing touch. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For those whose lives are approaching death, and for those who have died, that they and their loved ones may 

receive the comfort of your loving embrace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord our God, may the Light and Hope of this season, and of your Son’s Incarnation, reassure our hearts that 

you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will be with us always, even to the end of the age. In the 

name of Jesus of Nazareth, we pray. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

 

Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of Jesus, and of all the witnesses of the incarnation, we commend 

these prayers and all our life to you O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

THE PEACE 



 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Announcements, Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them up to God. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, we gather around this table like those who thronged your Son’s manger, longing for 

you to bring women and men, kings and queens, working people, homeless people, gay, lesbian, queer and 

straight people, black, white and brown people, to the place where our humanity and your divinity meet. 

 

 

People:          We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

 

Celebrant: You had too much love to keep it to yourself; and though we took up arms against you and one 

another, you disarmed us in coming into our midst as a defenseless baby. As his arms were tied in swaddling 

clothes, so later his hands were nailed to the cross; yet you made his birth the foretaste of our redemption and his 

death the gateway to resurrected life. 

 

 

People:          We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

 

Celebrant: You give us such joy and peace in your company that our hearts join the angels in the Christmas sky 

over Bethlehem, singing the hymn of your eternal praise. 

 

SANCTUS: 



Celebrant continues. The people may extend their hands toward the bread and the wine to bless them. 

 

 

God of new birth, as you laid your Son in Mary’s arms, you place these gifts of bread and wine in our hands. 

Sanctify your church to be as fragile and tender and true as the infant Savior. 

 

 

We ask you, Lord God, to send your Spirit upon these gifts: Let this bread and wine become for us the Body and 

Blood of Christ. And send your Spirit upon us, also, that our lives may reflect your light in the darkness, and show 

the world whose people we are. 

 

And so many years later, on the night before He died for us, Jesus was at supper with his friends. He took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them and said: “Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

People:          We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

 

Celebrant: Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, from the ends of the earth to the heights of heaven, we 

praise you with the joy of the redeemed. 

 

People:          Amen! Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, holy is your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

 

 



BREAKING OF BREAD 

FRACTIO: Deep and Lasting Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God, for all of us, the holy people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn Jesus Our Brother, Kind and Good 

Post-Communion Prayer: said by all, standing or kneeling 

Everyone 

We praise and thank you, God our Creator, for you have not left us alone. Each year you come to us 

as Emmanuel, God with us, in a manger; Each time you come to us, in the broken bread and cup we 

share. Give us courage to see your Christ in all who suffer; and to offer our hands to the helpless, food 

to the hungry, and rescue for the oppressed. In his holy Name we pray. Amen. 

 



BLESSING 

Celebrant 

May the newborn Jesus fill your hearts and minds with light, love and peace and may the blessing of our God, 

Creator, Emmanuel and Sanctifier be with you this day and forever. AMEN. 

 

 

Closing Hymn Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: My sisters and brothers, our worship has ended, let our rejoicing continue, go in peace to love and 

praise our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Everyone: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



The Prayers of this Congregation 

 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are 

struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry, 

our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the 

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 

Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 

our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including St. Bartholomew in San Cristobal DR, St. 

Matthew’s & St. Joseph’s in Detroit, St. Mary the Virgin in Montillano DR; for Gretchen, our Governor; 

Donald, our President, and all members of Congress. 

 

For Ena Pederson, Liz Moorehouse, Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, 

Donna Hanes, Katherine Domienik, Karen Blackburn, Jasmine Gardner, Allen David Clay, Tom & Sandy 

Krell, Darrell Banks, Frankie Dion, Sue Schlanbusch, Lianne Neumann, Lori Dodge, Eric & Leslie Mix, 

Elliott, Neville Thompson, Connie Harvey, Charlotte Kalligeros, Adele Akasheh, Joan Walsh, James 

Sikes, Elizabeth Gage, Teresa Davidson, Carole Schwertman, Anne Bean, Janet Strevel, Gary & Sandy 

Brown, Jeanne Nowak, Elizabeth Eckert, Richard Moore, Matthew Hurley, Joyce Bain, Donna Powell, 

Pamela Sherry, Rob Haynes, Bill Sobkowicz, Robbie Fitzgibbon, Julie Saph, Mimi Lambert, Brianna 

Connor, Mary Jo Mundell, Scott Kadets, Dennis Fetter, Sue Treend, Rosemary Berger, Rob Long, Mary 

Williams, Linda Fields, Dottie Nowak, Matthew Bishop, Tom Castonguay, Wayne Duda, Mike Martin. 

 

 

Please note: Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. 

In order to add someone or keep someone on the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card 

 (from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 

Do you know someone who is ill? Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 

Next Sunday (January 8, 2023) at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall 

No preparation needed, just come, and listen and join in the conversation. 

We learn a great deal about scripture, our faith, ourselves, and each other! Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 

 Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music 

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043  

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  

visit us on the web@ www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
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