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THE GATHERING 
 
The Opening Song:  We Praise You God for Women 



Officiant:  Lord, open our lips.  
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant:  Let us pray, Loving God, help us to live respectfully on these lands, seeking justice and peace. Help 
us to pray to you in faith, to sing to you with gratitude, and to listen to your word with eagerness; so that we 
might follow Christ our Lord. Amen 

All :  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen.  

Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum  

Officiant : Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast,  

People : 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.  
Alleluia. Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Alleluia. Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.  
 

PSALM 150     prayed together in unison   
 
Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; praise him in the firmament of his power.  
Praise him for his mighty acts; praise him for his excellent greatness.  
Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; praise him with lyre and harp.  
Praise him with timbrel and dance; praise him with strings and pipe.  
Praise him with resounding cymbals; praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.  
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah!  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
for ever. Amen.  
 
 

FIRST READING ACTS 16:9-15 

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, "Come over 

to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, be-

ing convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there 

to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city 
for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place 
of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a 

worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she 
urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she pre-

vailed upon us. 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  



THE SECOND READING REVELATION 21:10, 22-22:5 

In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem com-
ing down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no 

need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will 

walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day-- 

and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing 

unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in 

the Lamb's book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its 

twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the na-
tions. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will 

be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 
forever and ever. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  



RESPONSE HYMN: PEACE BE WITH YOU    



The Third Reading John 14:23-29 (Gospel) 

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and 

we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and 

the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, `I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you 

loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have 
told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe." 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  



Reflection Hymn: O Healing River 



 The Apostle’s Creed    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

THE PEACE 

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you.     

And also with you. 

 Announcements  

Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Other Holy Moments 

The Offertory Collection 

Compassionate Father, thank you that you are our strength and our song, you fill our hearts with joy. May 
we give our offerings to you with gladness and joy. Everything we have belongs to you and we rejoice to give 
some of your abundant gifts back to you. Bless the tithes and offerings we give today. Let the majesty of the 
Father be the light that guides us, the compassion of the Son be the love that inspires us and the presence of 
the Spirit be the power that empowers us. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.   

 Officiant: The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  

Officiant: Let us pray together:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 



The Prayers of the People 
 
Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, 
loving others as he loves us.   
Leader: Lord hear our prayer; and let our cry come to you.  

We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal those in sor-
row, need, sickness or any other trouble Give them courage and hope in their distress, and bless those who 
minister to them.  
Leader: Lord hear our prayer; and let our cry come to you.  

We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and the rich heritage of these lands. Help us 
and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give wisdom to those in 
authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.  
Leader: Lord hear our prayer; and let our cry come to you.  

Bring newness and change for the sick and the suffering, For all who have asked for our prayers: Ena, 
Michelle, Jeff, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, Helen, Matthew, Jennie, 
Katherine, Karen, Jasmine, Allen, Donna, Tom & Sandy, Darrell, Frankie, Dominique, Lianne, Lori, Mi-
chael, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Bud, Sue, Connie, Helen,  Charlotte, Adele, Joan, James,  Elizabeth, Tere-
sa, Carole, Marianne, Howard, Anne, Janet, Gary & Sandy, Jeanne, Tess, Tom, Ken, Elizabeth, Matthew, 
Richard, Bob, Dennis, Joyce, Dominic, John, Steve & Brenda, Ann. 

Leader: Are there others? .......That they might know your saving help, Lord hear our prayer; 
And let our cry come to you. 

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord;  People: And grant us your salvation.  
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  People: Let your people sing with joy.  
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; People :For only in you can we live in safety.  
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; People: Your saving health among all nations.  
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; People : And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

The General Thanksgiving   

Officiant: Let us pray together in unison.  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemp-
tion of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we 
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 
your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.   



The Officiant says the following Collects  

The Collect of the Day 

 O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into 
our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Collect for Peace  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 
come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands 
in love, may bring those who do not to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.  

 Officiant  
 A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together 
in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Dismissal  

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Closing Hymn Christ is alive! Let Christians sing!   



I Know the Lord’s Laid His Hands On Me  



The Prayers of this Congregation  

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are strug-
gling; Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael B. Curry, our Presiding Bishop; Our Bishop, Bonnie 
Anne Perry; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop, Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE Michigan Synod, Craig A. Satterlee, ELCA 
Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod. Our retired bishops, Wendell Gibbs & Stewart Wood; our retired com-
munity, spouses and companions. Our diocesan household: Committees, commissions, ministries, agencies, 
clergy, lay leaders, volunteers and staff persons. Romeo St. Paul’s; Santo Domingo, DR St. Margaret’s.  

For Ena, Michelle, Jeff, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, Helen, Matthew, 
Jennie, Katherine, Karen, Jasmine, Allen, Donna, Tom & Sandy, Darrell, Frankie, Dominique, Lianne, Lori, 
Michael, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Bud, Sue, Connie, Helen,  Charlotte, Adele, Joan, James,  Elizabeth, 
Teresa, Carole, Marianne, Howard, Anne, Janet, Gary & Sandy, Jeanne, Tess, Tom, Ken, Elizabeth, Matthew, 
Richard, Bob, Dennis, Joyce, Dominic, John, Steve & Brenda, Ann. 

Please note: Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. In order to add someone or keep someone on the prayer list, 
please call the office. Do you know someone who is ill? Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH  
Currently WORSHIP SERVICES Sundays, in person & online 8:30 & 10:30 am. Visit our website for more infor-

mation.  
Bible Study:  Sundays  at 9:30 am at Grace  

OUTREACH MINISTRIES  
Community Suppers: Wednesdays at 4:00  

Sunday Suppers: Sundays at 4:30, November-March  
 

                       Food Pantry: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup  
Serving from 250 - 350 people every month. 

Blessings in a Backpack: Wednesdays at 3:30 at ML King Academy , located at 400 Clinton River Drive in 
Mt. Clemens. Volunteers should try to arrive by 3:30 PM. It will take 1-1 1/2 hours to pack the bags for the 
students. Thanks to all the volunteers and donors for your support!  
 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers, financial donations, or food and clothing donations.  

Call the office to learn about helping or giving: 586-465-4573  

 

CURRENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Altar Flowers:  

Please Sign up for altar flowers on the bulletin board 

 

COFFEE HOUR: Please sign up to host after 10:30am service. BIBLE STUDY:  will resume on Sunday, 

May 1st at 9:30 am  

 

BIBLE STUDY: 

Please join us on Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall for our bible study. No preparation needed, just 

come, and listen and join in the conversation.  

We learn a great deal about scripture, our faith, ourselves, and each other! Hope to see you there! 


