March 2022
TRANSFIGURATION CONTINUED

At our annual meeting Sunday, I preached a hybrid sermon that was part
homily and part verbal report on where Grace was in 2021 and where we
were headed in 2022. I talked some about the mountaintop experience and
how transfiguration impacted the disciples and how it plays into our lives
today. In this short article I would like to share some additional thoughts
about the transfiguration and its importance for our Lenten journey.
In the gospel passage that we heard on that day, Jesus goes to the
mountaintop to pray, to be closer to God. He takes his companions with him and while
Jesus is praying the appearance of his face changed and his clothes became a dazzling
white and Elijah and Moses are with him. For a moment, Peter, James, and John see Jesus
in a new or transfigured way. These men had been following Jesus around, yet they were
still trying to figure him out. Was he a teacher, a sage, a prophet, a healer a miracle
worker? This event on the mountaintop gave them a new way to think about Jesus.
Don’t we all need help in knowing Jesus better? I know I have wrestled with my
understanding of who Jesus is and how His identity impacts me. I certainly would like a
clearer picture of Jesus too. Wouldn’t you?
Have you ever had a vision or dream about God? Or maybe an experience in nature or an
encounter with other people where you really “felt” or experienced the presence of God?
How did you communicate that experience with others? Or did you? I believe that all of
us have such experiences, but how do we share them with our friends, family and with
each other?
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Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300
Password: 246040
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on our Facebook page
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
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Visit our website and follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
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our website anytime.

It is within this intimate contact with God that all of us are changed. We become
transformed when our relationships with God deepen. Contact with God touches the very
core of our being and changes us physically, mentally, spiritually, and emotionally.
People around us often notice those types of changes in us. The tension in our face
lightens, we smile, we seem aglow in the light of love and there is an indescribable joy in
our eyes. It is still our human face, but people see us differently. These are moments that
we are transfigured by the love of God.
There is a risk in talking about our mountaintop experiences. They are difficult to
describe and people who hear them may not have the same powerful experience that we
had. Often these peak experiences are just for us, and they are not meant to be shared –
just like the disciples didn’t discuss their experience of the transfigured Jesus. But these
powerful revelatory events change us. They influence the way we think act and see the
world.

We are called into a personal intimate relationship with God through prayer just as Jesus was. As we begin our Lenten journey,
we all have an opportunity to deepen our relationship with God. Many of us take on various disciplines and prayer during this
season and we may even try to force an outcome that we desire.
The mountaintop event, however, is not for us to control but to experience. It is a beautiful, exciting, desolate, and terrifying
experience all wrapped into one.
As we head into this period of Lent, I would like to invite all of us to be on the lookout for those transfiguring moments in our
lives when we see glimpses of God in ourselves, in others and in the world around us. May these next 40 days be a time of exploration and wonder to examine the transforming power of God’s love in our lives!
Lenten Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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From the Music Ministry
Lent is upon us again, and with the season comes a flurry of music at Grace, because the choir is
active and here to support us through our prayers. Our journey through the world of spirituals continues, and this month
we are going to feature a few of them, including Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door and Fix Me Jesus.

These two particular spirituals rely on the technique of call and response: one soloist or song leader sings the call, and the
rest of the singers respond with a refrain. The response can be sung in unison or harmony, but it remains consistent while
the call varies. This is an effective way to pass along an oral tradition of song, especially under enslavement conditions.

Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door is additionally famous for its syncopation, which means that small notes and
syllables get big accents. If you consider the word somebody, the accent usually goes on the first syllable: “SOMEbody.”
But in the spiritual, the word is sung “someBODy”—the big accent goes on the second syllable. This is what gives the
song its iconic rhythm, liberated from the rules governing the music of white enslavers.

Fix Me Jesus will be sung by our choir, who will demonstrate the call and response technique. Although less rhythmic
than Somebody’s Knockin’, this spiritual nonetheless rouses the senses with a soaring melody and a plaintive prayer. It
asks for Jesus to “Fix me,” not to find something wrong with me but to prepare me for “my long white robe” or “my
starry crown;” in other words…freedom. Remember that mentions of heaven in spirituals are not just about heaven, but
about freedom in THIS life. And it’s not just about freedom from the enslavement of sin, but freedom from the sin of
enslavement.

There are several other spirituals we’ll be drawing from in the weeks to come: It’s Me Oh Lord, Steal Away, Let Us
Break Bread Together, and the list goes on. My hope is that we can deepen our relationship to this music as we go along
our Lenten journey, knowing that the ultimate goal is liberation. What does that mean for us? What does it mean to
celebrate liberation at the feast of Christ’s resurrection? The spirituals can give us a clue, and singing them can give us a
taste of that freedom.

—Amy

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild will face some challenges when setting the altar for March, and possibly into April. First,
services will be held in Merifield Hall due to the restoration ongoing in the sanctuary. Please be aware that all
items needed for the proper set up are available in the closet in the Guild Room, so setup should be
easier. Second, there are two Saturdays in March when the hall is rented, so setup there is not possible. It is
recommended we set the altar then in the Guild Room, and move the entire table into the hall Sunday morning.
Ann Farrell will not be available for a few Sundays in March, so if you have any questions, please call me.
—Ann Strevel
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Sunday Supper
We continue to serve supper to our guests at 4:30 each Sunday. On Sunday February 27 we served 25 meals. Our rotating
groups of wonderful volunteers prepare filling meals in addition to bringing clothes, hygiene products, gloves and hats. On
Sunday February 20, students from Motor City Archery made 30 lunches for our guests. Also, Mia and Brooke Lau
dropped off homemade cookies baked by the Girl Scouts.
Every week it amazes me to witness how much love people show to others in the actions of cooking and feeding people in
need of nourishment and care.
Thank you to all for supporting our ministries.
Ann & Dave Farrell
Sunday Supper Coordinators

Hearts for Homes
Dear Friend of Hearts for Homes:
I am writing to thank you for your generous financial support in 2021 that helped us get more homeless families into their
own home and kept many at-risk families from being evicted in Macomb County.
With your help, H4H was able to provide housing information, counseling, and connections to resources and services for
nearly 200 desperate families seeking a place to live. This was more than double the number served in 2020! Many were
fleeing domestic violence or facing evictions due to rising rents as housing prices continue to escalate.

Your generous gifts helped H4H provide security deposit and rent payment assistance to help eight homeless families get
into their own homes. Additional gifts allowed H4H to provide rent assistance that prevented another ten families from
becoming homeless. H4H was also able to make emergency motel payments that kept another twenty homeless families off
the streets during the cold winter months while they were seeking housing.
Hearts for Homes wants to offer special thanksgiving to the Trinity Lutheran Church family in Utica for providing grant
support and for hosting a Homeless Awareness Sleep Out event that raised additional funding to help homeless and at-risk
families. Other grants were received from Motown Soup, Grace Episcopal Church, and Immanuel Lutheran Church –
Macomb, along with contributions from you and nearly 150 other individuals. A big round of applause goes to Christa
Carpenter (and the Carpenter clan) and the H4H fundraising committee that coordinated H4H’s successful fundraising
events. Thanks too to all who participated in our events that helped H4H increase its net fundraising revenue nearly
threefold over 2020.

The outpouring of support allowed H4H to provide families in crisis with access to connections and resources, housing
counseling, emotional support, and financial assistance when needed. All with the goal of ending child homelessness in
Macomb County one family at a time.
We are so grateful and hope that you will continue to be a Heart Partner in 2022!
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Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace
& on Zoom

March Birthdays
Diann Simmons

3/04

Nina DiGaetano

3/08

Jean Hitchcock

3/09

Linda Stevens

3/12

Scot Lau

3/16

Ernie Simon

3/21

Shirley Rumpel

3/22

Deborah Warner

3/24

Nancy Johnson

3/27

Blood Drive

Blood Drive on April 21st from 11:00 am
to 5:0pm. Donors with questions can contact me at
586 453-5740 or e-mail mhouser97@yahoo.com

Visit our website and
follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack

If your wallet has any dollar bills with
B on them, please pass them along to help
us fill backpacks with weekend food for
hungry
Mt. Clemens students.

Recommended Donations

Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits,
Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly,
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans

Hearts for Homes
Spring Online Raffle & 50/50
Helping Homeless Children & Families in Macomb
County get into their own home!
Please Join Us on our Facebook page to see event details
and Raffle items!
www.facebook.com/HeartForHomesMacombMI
April 3, 2021-April 10, 2021
Ticket sales start April 3 and Drawings will be live on
our Facebook page April 10 @ 6pm

Raffle tickets: $5.00 each
50/50 tickets: Arms Length (15 tickets) $10.00

Currently
COMMUNITY SUPPERS
Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only
Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only
GRACE FOOD PANTRY
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Curbside distribution.

Grace Episcopal Church Staff
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Cell: 203-641-2068
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari
If you are currently giving online through Tithely,
we would appreciate you changing over to our new
program through Realm, it is easy to do. Once you
click on the giving icon on our website or in the
constant contact email, you will be automatically
directed to the new giving section in Realm and you
just add the information they ask for.

Pam Sherry

2022 Vestry
Jim Smith

Ann Farrell

Kris Eckert

Brooke Lau

Karen Davenport

Cheryle Kahl

Lori Simon

Scott Satterly

