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Unity is promoted at Mount
Clemens MLK Day celebration
Interfaith Center for Racial Justice holds 35th celebration
in Macomb County

The Rev. Adrian Cranford speaks Monday outside Grace Episcopal Church in Mount
Clemens at the end of the Unity Walk sponsored by the Interfaith Center for Racial
Justice, which is based in Mount Clemens, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. MACOMB
DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK
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Blacks and whites and young and old came together Monday to brave cold
temperatures to “Walk for Unity” as part of the 35th holiday celebration of the
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday by the Interfaith Center for Racial Justice in Mount
Clemens.
The event featured a short gathering outside Mount Clemens High School followed
by nearly 100 people trekking to nearby Grace Espicopal Church on Main Street,
where pastors spoke and marchers were treated to hot cocoa and a boxed lunch.
Carol Allen Sullivan, executive director of the Interfaith Center, spoke to the group
adjacent to the school, where people congregated to start the walk, and Mount
Clemens Community Schools students and staff were provided sweatshirts
donated by a local attorney.
“As I look out at you, I see people who don’t look like me,” Sullivan said. “And as
you look around, you see people who don’t look like you. In some of the world, that
is just not supposed to be. People don’t want that happen. Today is a testament
that we don’t need to be divided.

Carol Allen Sullivan speaks moments before the Unity Walk begins Monday at Mount
Clemens High School as part of a celebration of MLK Day.MACOMB DAILY
PHOTO/JAMESON COOK

“Unifying requirements a commitment to change. … And this walk, no matter how
small, how large or how cold, it should be a piercing reminder that we do this
because we’re supposed to do this. And yes, I do believe we can do this together.”
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The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik said minutes later on the steps outside the
church it was appropriate to end the march at Grace not only because the church
is 150 years old and participated in MLK Jr. events since the 1970s, but “more
importantly because at the heart and soul of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., he
was a clergyman, he was a preacher, he was a man of Christian. He was a man of
God.”
“His work, his passion for social justice and racial equality and economic justice all
came out of his knowledge and desire as a person who was following the word of
God,” Steinberger-Domienik said.
He called his church “a symbolic placeholder” representing churches King visited
and all congregations.
“May God give us all the compassion, the boldness and the courage to carry on
Dr. King’s work that we are here to honor and celebrate today,” he said.

Some of the participants of the Unity Walk start their short trek Monday on the grounds of
Mount Clemens High School in celebration of Martin Luther King jrr. Day.MACOMB
DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK

The Rev. Adrian Cranford of Higher Dimensions Center Church of God in Christ in
Fraser, who is an attorney, attempted to inspire unity and development of youth.
“This is an opportunity to impart in our young that they should take from what we
have learned and get into the STEM (cirricula for science, technology, engineering
and mathematics), areas where sometimes we don’t see as many of our young
people,” Cranford said. “Let them know that together we can get to these places.
We can be attorneys, we can be pastors, we can be engineers. We be a whole lot
of things. But we’re only better if we’re together. We can only do it if we unify.
He led the crowd to chant, “together.”
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He suggested onlookers vow, “I’m going to take a young person and I’m going to
talk to them and impart in young people and let them know, ‘You can be what
we’ve been talking about. You can accomplish what we’ve been talking, and the
future is yours.’”
He led the crowd to chant to young people, “The future is yours.”

The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik speaks outside his church Grace Episcopal
Church in Mount Clemens, during a gathering following the Walk for Unity by the
Interfaith Center for Racial Justice, the Revs Venus Coleman and Adrian Cranford look
on.MACOMB DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK

The sweatshirts given to Mount Clemens schools and staff were provided by
attorney David Femminineo, whose office is located near the high school.
Femminineo is distributing more than 1,000 sweatshirts to all of the students as
well as all staff in the school district.
“I just wanted to help the community at-large and help with school pride,”
Femminineo said of his donation. “I think school pride has been hurt with COVID.
… We’re only a few hundred yards from the high school. We feel we are part of the
community.”
Femminineo was invited to the event by Mount Clemens Schools Superintendent
Monica Beels after they came up with idea for the sweatshirt distribution as a way
for him to contribute, knowing some students would be attending.
The front of the grey shirt features “Butch Bather,” the Mount Clemens’ Bathers
football logo.
Beels also walked in the unity march.
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“I’m really happy we have kids that are participating,” Beels said. “Martin Luther
King Jr. is so important to history and to the history of Mount Clemens. It’s
important to remember his legacy. Education is what it’s about.”

Macomb Clemens Community Schools Superintendent Monica Beels, left, poses with
several students, all wearing their new sweatshirts on Monday at Mount Clemens High
School before the start of the Walk for Unity for MLK Day, which started at the school.
Also pictured are students Corrine McKay, form left, Norah Spooner, Kyra Span and
Cerenity Myles, as well as Ukiah Scharrette, seated.MACOMB DAILY
PHOTO/JAMESON COOK

Among those who got a sweatshirt and marched was sophomore Jolana Jenkins.
She learned about MLK Jr. in elementary school but had not yet studied him in
high school.
“He (Martin Luther King Jr.) did civil rights,” she said. “He stood up for people.”
Juniors Corrine McKay and Ukiah Scharrette and Nora Spooner, who received
sweatshirts and also took part, said they wanted to support their school.
“We wanted to help our school out,” McKay said. “Not a lot of people give back to
the school. The school deserves it.”
The mother of Jada O’Neal, an eighth-grader, said of her daughter’s participation:
“I encouraged her to do it, but she wanted to do it anyway. We must offer
encouragement.”
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The Macomb Intermediate School District, which has supported the Interfaith’s
events in the past, supported the event by providing buses to transport marchers
back to the school while MISD employee Sean McBrady helped register
participants. Attending the event were MISD Superintendent Michael DeVault and
Alesia Flye, assistant superintendent of instruction and chief academic officer.
Also attending the event were Macomb County Commission Harold Haugh of
Roseville and Roseville City Councilman Kurmell Knox.
The Rev. Larry Ireland of New Generation in Mount Clemens also spoke at the
school, and the Rev. Venus Coleman recited a prayer at the church.

Convering before Walk for Unity on Monday in the cafeteria at Mount Clemens High
School are Mount Clemens Community Schools Superintendent Monica Beels, from left,
Alesia Flye, chief academic officer for the Macomb Intermediate School District and MISD
Superintendent Michael DeVault.MACOMB DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK
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Wyatt Schultz, a Mount Clemens High School students, tries on a sweatshirt given to him
Monday by Rebecca Feminineo, wife of attorney David Femminineo, who is providing
over 1,000 sweatshirts to every student and staffer in Mount Clemens Community
Schools.MACOMB DAILY PHOTO/JAMESON COOK
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