
March 2023 

MID-LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

 

While we still have several more weeks of Lent before us, I want to look ahead 
to the last seven days of this season that we call Holy Week. From a religious 
standpoint, these days are the most important of the year even more profound 
than Christmas! 

 

Believe it or not, Christians did not focus on this week until the middle of the fourth century 
after the emperor Constantine built shrines around Jerusalem and encouraged people to go 
there. Once the pilgrims started going to Jerusalem around Easter the bishop began leading the 
faithful to the various holy sites connected with the last days of Jesus’ life and death. Much of 
what we know about these early rituals comes from the diary of a Spanish nun who went on 
such a pilgrimage.  

 

For Christians, this last week is holier and more important than the other fifty-one weeks of the 
year. The reason is simple: we remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross and what this 
means for our faith. 

 

The rites of Holy Week are central to the Christian year as they lay the foundation for the Res-
urrection. If you have not entered these liturgies of this great week before, you may be sur-
prised to find that they can evoke powerful emotions. During these seven days we not only 
witness the passion of Jesus, but we also see the suffering and death of all the innocent and 
vulnerable people in the world who are tortured and killed. We reflect upon the injustice, cruel-
ty and violence in our own day and wonder why it happens. The original followers of Jesus 
thought the same thing. These events in his life are universal human experiences shared by 
those of us who have endured the loss or betrayal of loved ones or the bitterness of unjust treat-
ment from others. Our liturgical services this week commemorate the last days of Jesus’ life 
and they may well bring up feelings of sorrow, anger, fear, sadness, loneliness and remorse in 
our own life. The ability to touch our emotional core is part of the power of Holy Week.  

 

In our culture we find it difficult to talk about death, especially our own, so it is not surprising 
that many people find it difficult to focus on such grim topics. It is tempting to just skip Holy 
Week altogether and get right to the happy story of Easter. This is exactly what some Christian 
denominations do. For others, going to church every Sunday is a big enough commitment so 
the prospect of attending services throughout Holy Week may seem overwhelming! 

 

Over the centuries these practices changed and developed taking on various forms. The Episcopal Church attempted to recover some 
of the earlier traditions and wrote these liturgies into the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Many parishes use all these services, while 
some congregation’s do not.  

 

I will continue this description of Holy Week services in our April newsletter when we will be during that special week, in the mean-
time, may your Lenten observances bring you much growth and insight! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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 From the Music Ministry 
 
March 31st is the international Trans Day Of Visibility, and our Episcopal diocese is going to mark the occasion on Sunday, 
March 26th with special prayers and intercessions at a 4:00pm evensong service at The Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Detroit. 
All are welcome to attend. This June, the diocese will begin planning for next year’s TDOV, and anyone interested in being on 
the planning team for this event is encouraged to contact The Very Reverend Andrea Morrow at aandrea1234@gmail.com for 
details.  
 
I have volunteered to participate on this planning team because it’s an opportunity for this church to stand up to the injustice and 
violence that trans, non-binary, and indeed all queer people face right now at the hands of…Christians. Christians who say they 
love them, “love the sinner but hate the sin,” and then exclude them from community (and humanity) because of how they ex-
press gender, which is really just the story we tell about our bodies.  
 
I should really say Christian Nationalists, who are a real, growing threat to democracy and people of all religions, including 
Christianity itself. And yes, that is a political statement I just made, because it needs to be said that religion is no escape from 
politics.  
 
Religion is always political. Who gets to be a member of a community? Who gets to be its leaders? Who gets the largest share of 
its resources? Who gets to say what God looks like, who God represents, what God says? Who gets to stand at the pulpit and 
give direction on how community members should conduct their bodies and live their lives? Whose sacred scripture gets to be 
published and distributed and read and interpreted? Who even gets to say what is sacred? These are political questions. People 
who leave churches because they’re “too political” are fooling themselves, thinking that religion should be an escape from poli-
tics. It is not. It never has been.  
 
It should go without saying that the religion that rose up in Christ’s name has always been political, but we need reminders. The 
Christianization of Europe was a political campaign conducted by Roman leaders who saw Christianity as a way to unite differ-
ent tribal cultures under their singular power—under the name of a God-Emperor (Jesus) who could not be overthrown. The 
Crusades and pogroms sought to eliminate people who refused to be subject to this system. (If you don’t know what a pogrom 
is, look it up, or ask your Jewish friends.) The Nicene creed, composed as part of this campaign, was never meant to be a person-
al statement of faith but a pledge of allegiance to the Roman state; and for a time, those who refused to recite it were put to 
death. 
 
Christians love to talk about how they are “in the world but not of it,” that they are somehow above politics; at the same time, 
they cry “persecution” whenever their religious views are not reflected in politics, claiming that “pagans” and “satanists” are 
running the country when, in fact, Christians make up the largest proportion of leaders in public office in the United States. 
Christians are also spending the most money - millions of dollars - on political projects that, strangely, have nothing to do with 
eliminating poverty and social injustice as Jesus would see it. Instead, Christians (and by that, I mean white Christian National-
ists) seem to be doing everything within their power to justify the killing, rape and enslavement of people who don’t belong in 
their political category.  
 
And their biggest targets are people who do not conform to an idealized race or gender—two things that, supposedly, God 
doesn’t have, as I was taught in Catholic school. But look around—Jesus is almost always painted, sculpted, imagined, and por-
trayed as a cisgender straight man with a white face. That is not by accident. “Cisgender,” “straight,” “white,” and “man” are all 
political categories. Each category has political consequences for the person bearing it: Does the person get to have a role in 
community? Own property or be owned as property? Have access to resources? Have an education? Have access to medical 
care? Choose whether or not to reproduce? Speak for themselves? Have bodily autonomy? How we view God has everything to 
do with these questions, because if I am in a privileged political category, I can use my power to say that God looks like me, 
favors me over others, and grants me power over others. And the theological argument that God created us ALL “in His image” 
only proves the point—I can impose any image I want, including my own, for a supposedly image-less God.  
 
The presence and prevalence of non-white and queer identities is throwing a much-needed wrench into the political machine that 
Christianity has become. This is not a new phenomenon, nor is it the result of “the devil” or “temptation” or “modernity” or “the 
world” having influence—that is the screed of white Christian Nationalists, whose voices are drowning out those of moderate 
and progressive Christians in the battle to fill churches with the next generation of believers.  
 
Right now, those voices are using the political arena to deny medical care, resources, education, and basic human rights to peo-
ple whom they say Jesus “loves” “unconditionally,” but who don’t conform to an idealized gender or 
race. And it’s the moderate and progressive Christians who let this happen by looking the other way 
and resorting to “thoughts and prayers,” thinking that they can escape politics by sitting in a pew 
and praying it all away. In reality, there is no escape. Spiritual choices always have political conse-
quences, and it’s time we faced that.  

mailto:aandrea1234@gmail.com
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                                                             Perspective By the Numbers                                          By Gary Keranen 

Many of you are aware, I’m a member of the Grace finance committee and I’m  registered as a CPA in the State 

of Michigan. As such, I provide guidance to  Grace’s financial staff regarding the monthly Parish financial state-

ments and issue the Inspection Report for the Annual Parish Financial Statements and Certification of the Annual 

Parochial Report financial section. 

My purpose in writing this article is to bring context to these numerical reports and how my faith values influence 

what the numbers say to me. Enclosed is a copy of the financial section of the Parochial Report. Its classification 

of Revenue and Expense vs. the published Parish Annual Report (at the Annual Meeting of January 29,2023) dif-

fers. The classification differences are based on the purpose and report’s audience. 

 The Grace Annual Report’s perspective is to describe and measure the operational nature /management of the 

various ministries’ financial resources at a micro level. The perspective of the Parochial Report is to focus on To-

tal Operational vs. Non-operating Revenues and Expenses per the report’s definitions at a Macro level. The total 

dollars of the Revenues and Expenses reported in the two reports are the same only the classification differs.  

How I view the financial information of these reports is influenced by my foundational faith values. Those values 

are listed below: 

“Giving” from a philosophy of abundance vs. scarcity related to “time ,talent and financial resources.”  God 

calls me to share what I have with those in need. 

Acknowledging God’s gift of  “free will” allows me to make life decisions regarding how I share my time, 

talent, and monies. 

Acknowledge that my “faith” asks me to strive toward the giving level of 10%.  

Given these foundational faith values I believe Grace on a collective basis has adequate resources for the 

foreseeable future to meet its ministry mission in the areas of worship, in-reach and outreach. Our chal-

lenges going forward lie in the areas of parish membership size, age of our membership and the ongoing 

operational deficit. In 2022 the deficit was $33,893 ($261,543 - $295,436) (Highlighted in Green) We are at 

a tipping point and these 3 areas need to be consciously addressed. 

A bit of encouraging news; the projected 2023 deficit started out at $76,600. However, in January 2023 the 

Parish received additional one-time gifts that have now reduced the projected deficit to $51,400. At 

12/31/2022, the Parish has financial assets of approximately $649,000 and the 2023 deficit will be funded 

out of these assets. 

Additionally, the Parochial Report shows funding of our Outreach programs is 10.6% of total revenues ($42,838/

$401,010) and their expenses in 2022 are $41,120 (Highlighted in Gold). To me, this indicates those who manage 

these ministries are running our programs with an awareness of serving those in need within our available re-

sources.  

Finally, our 150-year-old building which is essential to all our programs and worship needs is in relatively “good 

shape”.  The Capital fund has approximately $92,000 because of the 3-year capital drive campaign which has just 

ended in 2022. However, the future building maintenance needs appear to  exceed the current available monies. If 

additional monies are not raised in coming years, a source of funding could be the $396,865 (as of 12/31/2022) 

from the Parish Investment Funds. 

Also the included insert contains the Outreach Ministries and Volunteer Activity Schedule for Grace which 

shows the numbers  of individuals involved and the number of people served in the month. I invite you to review 

the list and if one of the ministries interest you please contact a Vestry member to find out the contact point for 

more information.  
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Current Announcements  

 

FUNDRAISING TEAM 

Grace is forming a fundraising team and if you would like to be part of this new endeavor! 

Meeting: March 25 at 11:00! Everyone is Welcome! Bring ideas! 

 

COMMUNITY  GAME NIGHT 

Friday March 17th 

7pm-9pm 

Come join us for a fun night of fellowship and games. Bring your favorite card or board game to share with the 
group. A small prize will be given to the best St. Patty's Day costume. This will be a recurring event on the 
3rd Friday of each month. 

 

FLOWER FUNDRAISER 

You are invited to purchase your spring seed packets for your indoor or outdoor garden through an organization 
called Flower Power Fundraising. Grace will receive a percentage of each sale that is made through this website. 
Please share this link with your friends and neighbors! Happy planting! 

Here is the link:  http://gracechurch.fpfundraising.com/  

(Also under current events on our website: gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 

Book Club 

The book club meeting scheduled on February 23 was cancelled due to winter storms and has been postponed until 
April 20, 2023 at 6:00pm. We will plan to discuss the current book “The Four Agreements”. 

 

PANCAKE SUPPER SUCESS ! 

Our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was a success! We were able to raise $635 ; that is $158.75 for the church and 
$441.25 for Wednesday Community Supper!  

 

LENTEN PROGRAM 

Please join us on Tuesday, March 7 from 6:30 - 8:30 in the parish hall to watch the CHOSEN. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Pastor Steve. 

 

OFFERING/ DONATION 

We would like to remind you that there are several ways to make your offerings and donations: 

1. Check or cash on Sunday  

2. Check in the mail sent to Grace (115 South Main St. Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

3. ACH payment from bank account 

4. Give online at our Grace website: gracechurchmtclemens.org   

  The link can be found on the right hand side of the home page. 

Please contact the office at (586) 465-4573 if you have any questions about the methods above! 

http://gracechurch.fpfundraising.com/
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Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2022 Vestry  

 
   Martha Houser Lori Simon   Dash Heath 

    Kris Eckert              Brooke Lau   Karen Davenport 

    Cheryle Kahl    Bill Siewert   Scott Satterly 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:00 pm 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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March Birthdays 

 
Diann Simmons 3/04 

Nina DiGaetano  3/08 

Jean Hitchcock 3/09 

Linda Stevens 3/12 

Scot Lau 3/16 

Ernie Simon 3/21 

Shirley Rumpel 3/22 

Deborah Warner 3/24 

Nancy Johnson 3/27 

Christa Carpenter 3/31 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and 
Fruits, Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut 
Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, 
SpaghettiOs, Hamburger Helper, Instant 

Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal,  
Applesauce in Cans 

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace  
 

Bible Study will take place in the 
Guild Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Bit Of History About Grace Church 
 
When you are sitting in our sanctuary, have you looked around 
and wondered “How did this beautiful church come 
about?  Who were those people who loved it and designated 
gifts to the glory of God in this lovely little sanctuary?  I will 
strive to share what I have learned over the years in this and 
future newsletters so you can understand and appreciate the 
pieces that make this sanctuary so special. 
Let’s begin at the beginning.  The church was organized in 
1849, with services held in the old County Building court-
room.  The church building itself was not built until 1870, at a 
cost of about $1800, the property having been purchased for 
$320. 
Initially, only clear glass windows were in place. In 1904, the 
first stained glass window was given to the church and can still 
be seen above the altar.  It is a depiction of Jesus and the Wom-
an of Samaria at the Well, from John 4:7.  Emma Lilly was the 
owner of the Colonial Hotel during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries when the mineral baths were very popular to people 
around the world.  She loved Grace Church and supported it 
generously.  This window was the first of many gifts she gave 
to us.  Riordan Art Glass in Cincinnati designed the window.   
On a sunny Sunday morning it is a joy to be in a pew seeing 
the sun spreading the window colors all about.  We certainly 
know God is with us. 
We will continue with more history in the next newsletter. 
Ann Strevel 


