
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

 
Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

 

Officiant: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

Veterans Day Service 
 

November 14, 2021 

 

All are welcome to this service of communion;   

All are wanted at the table of the lord. 

TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE OR BY PHONE 
 

To join the 8:30 service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the links. 
  

To join the 8:30 service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
8:30 am Service:     Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300     Password: 246040 

  
Follow the link on our website to watch the 10:30 livestream on our Facebook page. 
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Opening Hymn:  This is my Song 

Opening Collect 

 

Almighty God, in every age men and women are called upon to enter the service of their country. Since our 
founding as a nation countless Americans have stepped forward to defend our country and fight our nations' 
wars and police actions around the globe.  

  

Today we revere all our veterans, those who rest in honored glory; those who still suffer from the wounds of 
war and those who with us enjoy the blessing of living in this great land. 

  

We are thankful for the selfless sacrifice of these veterans and their families. Help us to remember them; to 
pray for them and to care for them. Please bring all our departed veterans into your heavenly kingdom and 
console their families with your unfailing love. Please heal our wounded veterans, physically, mentally, emo-
tionally, and spiritually. Give us the courage and the stamina as a nation to support them so that they are not 
forgotten. 

  

We ask all these things in your Holy Name. AMEN. 
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GLORIA 
 
At the early service: 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
At the later service: 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and 

daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her 

womb. Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. So it 

went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore 

Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you 

not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the 

priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and 

prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery 

of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then 

I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, 

and no razor shall touch his head.” 

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; only her lips 

moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will 

you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a 

woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul be-

fore the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anx-

iety and vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have 

made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, 

ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to their house at Ramah. 
Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. 
She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 

 

Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE 
 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the Lord; 

my strength is exalted in my God. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

because I rejoice in my victory. 

 

“There is no Holy One like the Lord, 

no one besides you; 

there is no Rock like our God. 
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Talk no more so very proudly, 

let not arrogance come from your mouth; 

for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

and by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength. 

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 

The barren has borne seven, 

but she who has many children is forlorn. 

The Lord kills and brings to life; 

he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

he brings low, he also exalts. 

He raises up the poor from the dust; 

he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes 

and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 

and on them he has set the world. 

 

“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 

for not by might does one prevail. 

The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; 

the Most High will thunder in heaven. 

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 
he will give strength to his king, 
and exalt the power of his anointed.” 
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THE SECOND READING 
 
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take 

away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of 

God,” and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a sin-

gle offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. [And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for 

after saying, 

“This is the covenant that I will make with them 

after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 

and I will write them on their minds,” 

he also adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.] 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 

clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to 
love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Hymn: Your Word 



8 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, Mark 13:1-8 

 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what 

large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here up-

on another; all will be thrown down.” 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him 

privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accom-
plished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name 
and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 

alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning 
of the birthpangs.” 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
 
The Homily: The Rev. Steve Steinberg-Domienik  
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
 
 
 
The Affirmation of our Faith 

 
At the early service: 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 
We believe in one God,  
 The Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:  
 By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day, he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

At the later service: 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People – Veteran’s Day 
 
 
We pray for those who have served our nation and for those who have laid down their lives to protect our 
country. Hear us O God. 
 
We pray for those who have fought, for those whose spirits and bodies are scarred by war, whose nights are 
haunted by memories too painful for the light of day. Hear us O God. 

 
Comfort our ill and wounded veterans who languish in hospitals or homes. Lighten their burdens, relieve their 
suffering and pain. Hear us O God. 
 
We pray for those who serve us now, especially for those in harm’s way. Shield them from danger and bring 
them home. Hear us O God. 
 
Watch over all those who live and work in war-torn areas of the world. Hear us O God. 
 
Grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured or  
disabled due to war and violence.  Hear us O God. 
 
Bless physicians, nurses, medics, chaplains and all others who minister to the suffering and injured in time of 
war. Hear us O God. 
 
Preserve and protect those we name now either aloud or in the silence of our hearts. (pause). Hear us O God. 
 
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin in our lives in our nation and in the world.  Hear us O 
God. 
 
Look with compassion on all victims of war; ease their sufferings and heal their wounds.  Hear us O God. 
 
Put an end to wars over all the earth and hasten the day when the human family will rejoice in lasting peace.   
Hear us O God. 
 
WE ask all these things in the name of the One, Holy and True God.  AMEN. 
 
For all those who are sick or infirmed and for those suffering because of COVID – 19, And for all who have 
asked for our prayers: Ena, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz, Janice, Carol, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, 
Helen, Matthew, Jennie, Katherine, Reggie, Pam, Roy, Karen, Ollie, Jasmine, Allen, Donna, Tom, Darrell, 
Frankie, Margaret, Sue, Dominique, Lianne, Lori, Michael, Amber, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Bud, Sue, 
Mike, Deanna, Grant, Rosemary, Connie, Jackie, Jenny, John, Helen, Charlotte, Adele, Joan. 
 
Are there others?  
 
We also pray for our veterans and active duty personnel, especially:  
Norbert Rzeppa, George Sczalecki, Benjamin Rzeppa, John Rzeppa, John Groblewski, William Elisha, Sam 
Leasaro, ED Milewski, Gene Sklandnowski Sr., James M Brogan, Robert T Brogan, Thomas M Brogan, James 
E Brogan, C Patrick Brogan, Matthew Brown, Sal Porcaro, Paul Ketterer, Fred Seewald, John Schober, Lare 
Poucher, Tom Murphy, Gary Stevens, Gary Keranen, Ann Gwinnell, Gerry Cottrell, Robert Mastro, Richard 
Burn, James H. Hopkins, John F. Hopkins, Daniel M. Fox, John Schmit, Myran Denham, Richard Powell. 
 
That they may receive your healing touch. Lord hear us and feed us through your grace. 
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THE PEACE   
NOTE: We are sharing the peace in COVID safe ways, so we ask that you do something other than hug or 
shake hands. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Concluding Collect  
Good and gracious God, send forth your Holy Spirit upon your people throughout the world. Tear down the 
walls that divide us, and make us one through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

It is More Blessed to  

Give than to Receive 

Acts 20:35  
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE 

The Offering Song:  Wade in the Water 
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Doxology: To God, Creator 

OFFERTORY BLESSING 
 
Awesome God, Jesus fed thousands of people with seemingly little effort.  Yet, we have grave difficulty  
feeding children in our own country — let alone the entire world.  Even while we are praying this prayer, 
someone has died from starvation and the lack of food.  When we share resources with care-giving ministries, 
your hand is upon our shoulders, just like it was upon Jesus’ shoulders the day he fed his followers. Thank you 
for giving us this opportunity to change lives by becoming generous caregivers of the resources that you first 
gave to us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.  (John 6:1-21) 
 
Everyone:  Which we are blessed, we offer our gifts to our God, to carry on the works of Jesus Christ 
our Lord for all he has given us. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Season After Pentecost 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

Everyone    And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

Everyone    We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Everyone     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant   It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 
of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have 
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to full-
ness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift 
our voices with all creation as we say/sing: 

 

Everyone at the Early Service 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

At the Later Service  

SANCTUS:    

The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 

You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your 
image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we vi-
olated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and pre-
pared the way of salvation for all people.  

 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained 
us in the wilderness and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.  
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Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he tri-
umphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Everyone:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who 
share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the 
everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we 
may praise your Name for ever. 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven, give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

BREAKING OF BREAD 

At the Early Service 

Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Everyone:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

At the Later Service 

Celebrant:  Celebrant  The Gifts of God for all of us, the Holy People of God.  
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Music for Communion: Be Not Afraid 

1. You shall cross the barren desert, 

but you shall not die of thirst. 

You shall wander far in safety 

though you do not know the way. 

You shall speak your words in foreign lands  

and all will understand. 

You shall see the face of God and live. 

 

Refrain 

Be not afraid. 

I go before you always. 

Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 

2. If you pass through raging waters in the sea,  

you shall not drown. 

If you walk amid the burning flames, 

you shall not be harmed. 

If you stand before the pow’r of hell 

and death is at your side, 

know that I am with you through it all. 

 

3. Blessed are your poor, 

for the kingdom shall be theirs. 

Blest are you that weep and mourn, 

for one day you shall laugh. 

And if wicked tongues insult and hate you 

all because of me, 

blessed, blessed are you! 
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Choir Anthem: What does the Lord require of you 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Everyone 
Gracious God, we thank you for nourishing us with the food of our savior. Now send us out in the power 
of your Spirit to be beacons of hope and love in your world. For it is through Christ and with all your 
saints that we offer ourselves and our lives to your service O God. We humbly pray in the name of Jesus 
your Christ, AMEN. 

BLESSING 
  
Celebrant 
May Christ who is human and divine, who is of heaven and earth, give you strength, courage and boldness to 
do God’s will in this world; and may the blessing of God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier be with you 
this day and forever. AMEN. 
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Closing Hymn:  I Want to Walk as a Child of Light 

DISMISSAL 
 

Priest Our worship has ended, let our service begin, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!   
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 

our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including  Canterbury MSU in East Lansing, Church 
of the Great Commission in Dona Lila DR, St. George’s in Milford; for Gretchen, our Governor; Joseph, our 

President; Kamala, our Vice President; and all members of Congress. 
 

For Ena Pederson, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler,  
Carol Bales, Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Donna Hanes, Helen Stein, 

Matthew Bishop, Jennie Berube, Katherine Domienik, Reggie Chrzanowski, Pam Sherry,  
Roy Lawrence, Karen Blackburn, Ollie Denham, Jasmine Gardner, Allen David Clay, Tom Krell,  

Darrell Banks, Frankie Dion, Margaret Marchionda, Sue Schlanbusch, Dominique Czupski, Lianne        
Neumann, Lori Dodge, Michael Thomas, Amber Bean, Eric & Leslie Mix, Elliott, Neville Thompson, Bud 

Denham, Sue Treend, Mike Zubas, Deanna Mejia, Grant, Rosemary Lake, Connie Harvey, Jenny Kirby, 
John Schober, Charlotte Kalligeros, Adele Akasheh, Joan Walsh, Jackie Falconer.. 

 
Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   

In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please call the office. 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

 
JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesdays at 7 pm on Zoom  (Meeting info will remain as follows each week) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09 

Or Call:  312-626-6799 Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015  Passcode: 683930 
 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK RESUMES 
We have resumed packing for Blessings in a Backpack on Wednesdays at ML King Academy, located at 400 
Clinton River Drive in Mt. Clemens.  Volunteers should try to arrive by 3:30 PM.  It will take 1-1 1/2 hours to 

pack the bags for the students.  Thanks to all the volunteers and donors for your support!  

 
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sundays, online 8:30 & 10:30 am.  Visit our website for more information. 

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 7 pm.   
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Community Suppers:  
Wednesdays at 4:00 

 

Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 

Blessings in a Backpack: 
Wednesdays at 3:30 at ML King Academy 

 
All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  

financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 
 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 
586-465-4573 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
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The story of  “Captain Charlie Plumb” 
 

Captain Charlie Plumb, a Navy jet fighter pilot in Vietnam, had flown seventy-five combat missions before his 
plane was shot down.  Plumb ejected and parachuted safely, but was captured by the enemy and held prisoner 
for six years.  

 

Surviving the ordeal, Plumb returned to the States and eventually lectured on the lessons he had learned from 
his experience. One day while dining with his wife in a restaurant in St. Louis, a man approached his table ex-
claiming, “You’re Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the Carrier Kitty Hawk! You were shot 
down!” 

 

Astonished at being recognized, Plumb asked, “How in the world do you know all that?” 

 

The man replied, “I packed your parachute. I guess it worked!” 
 

Plumb gasped in surprise. “It sure did”, Plumb replied.  “If that chute hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be here to-
day.” 

 

Plumb couldn’t sleep that night – thinking about that man.  

 

I wonder how many times I might have seen him and not even said, “Good morning, how are you? or anything 
because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sailor.” 

 

Captain Plumb thought of the many hours that sailor had spent, working on the tables far below deck, carefully 
weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of the chutes. Did he realize that each time he did this he held in his  
hands the fate of someone he didn’t even know? Did he realize the extraordinary significance of what may 
have seemed to him just an ordinary job? 

 

Now Plumb asks his audiences, “Who’s packing your parachute?”  
 

Everyone has someone who provides what they need to make it through the day. He also points out that he 
needed many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot down over enemy territory. He needed his physical 
parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute and his spiritual parachute. He called on all these 
supports before reaching safety. 

 

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we miss what is really important. We may fail to say hel-
lo, please, or thank you, congratulate someone on something wonderful that has happened to them, give a com-
pliment, or just do something nice for no reason. As you go through this week, this month, this year, recognize 
people who pack your parachute. 

 

Everyone who has served – overseas or stateside – in a highly visible or seemingly invisible assignment – eve-
ryone has had a significant part in the success of the mission. To each and everyone of you, we offer our deep-
est gratitude. 

 

Thank you. 


