
February 2023 

LENTEN DISCIPLINE OPPORTUNITY 

Lent is fast approaching with Ash Wednesday kicking off the sea-
son on February 22nd. Many people often struggle with what to do 
for Lent, e.g., should I give up desserts, alcohol or caffeine? Or 
maybe I should read the bible more or some other spiritual books? 
If you have ever wondered what you might take up or let go of as a 
Lenten discipline, then I have a suggestion for you! 

Grace is going to offer a weekly Lenten gathering focused on deepening our un-
derstanding of the Gospels and Jesus. And to make this easy, we are going to be 
watching together a free livestreaming series on the life of Jesus through the 
eyes of his followers. This program has three seasons, and it is called, THE 
CHOSEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going to meet at Grace for the 6 Tuesdays during Lent from 6:30 – 8:30 
pm in the parish hall and watch together as many episodes as we have time for 
and discuss them. You may also join us on Zoom from the comfort of your own 
home and watch with us and participate in the discussion as well. That link will 
be found on our website and will also be sent out in a Constant Contact email.  

The dates for this Lenten series are all Tuesdays: February 28, March 7, 14, 
21, 28 and April 4. Another benefit of this format is that you do not have to 
commit to all these dates, just come to the ones you are able to attend and then 
you may watch the other episodes on your own that you missed with us.  

The company that is producing and offering this livestream is called Angel Stu-
dios, you can read all about them and the other programs that they also do. Just 
Google it and you will find all sorts of fascinating information about this compa-
ny and series! 

Here is a short description of the series taken from the Angel Studios website: 

“As the biggest crowdfunded project in TV history, THE CHOSEN is the first ever multi season show about the 
life of Jesus. This series allows viewers to see the life of Jesus through the eyes of those that knew him. Follow the 
transformations of His followers through the ministry of Jesus as He journeys to change the world”. 

I believe that this is an easy way for all of us to deepen our faith in Jesus during Lent. You may certainly still give 
up something for Lent if that works for you, but please consider adding this program to your Lenten journey! If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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 From the Music Ministry 
 
I want to begin by thanking the Grace choir for all their work with the Interfaith Center for Racial Justice and 
the students of Seminole Academy on Martin Luther King Day, creating the musical soundtrack for a great pro-
gram hosted at our church. It was a pleasure working with Alma Gale, the music director at Seminole Acade-
my, who said she would be happy working with us again in the future. The Grace choir’s next project is, of 
course, Lent and Easter, but we want to make sure to keep our antennae out for opportunities beyond our Sun-
day services, as we need to think about the future of our church’s place in the wider community. 
 
That topic definitely came into focus on the day of our annual meeting, when Pastor Steve shared in his sermon 
that church growth is a function of community presence and participation. But what does it mean for a church 
to be present and participate in community? A lot of us think we already know the answer to this question: just 
follow Jesus’s Greatest Commandment. But is it that simple? How does that actually show up for us in prac-
tice? If the Wednesday and Sunday suppers were enough, if the hosting of AA were enough, if the partnerships 
with MCREST and ICRJ and Macomb County Pride and Blessings in a Backpack and Hearts for Homes were 
enough, then our Sunday services would be bursting at the seams. But they’re not. 
 
Also heard at the annual meeting was the familiar refrain of, “we need young people”—and particularly, 
young families. Here, I would like to challenge our thoughts on this: What do we envision when we say we 
want young families? I’m willing to bet that our current congregation envisions a white, heterosexual married 
couple between the ages of 18 and 45 living together with 2.5 children (not adopted or birthed out of wedlock) 
and a Labrador retriever. Let me tell you: This is a shamefully reductive vision that ignores the real people and 
real families that make up our community. 
 
First, many families are single-parent. Some are dual-parent and not married or cohabitating. And we need to 
put to rest the labelling of children in such families as “illegitimate.” A growing number of young families con-
sist of gay and lesbian couples, and individuals who are trans or non-binary gender. In the queer community, 
there is prevalence of the chosen family—people related not by blood but by love and choice, who find each 
other usually after they’ve been kicked out and ostracized by their family of origin. (And I’ll take a moment to 
say here that the number one cause of teen homelessness is parents—and churches—rejecting their LGBTQ+ 
children.) 
 
And when we step out of our white worldview (let’s face it - Grace church is white), we see that families of 
other races and cultures also take on a myriad of forms: extended, multi-generational and multi-racial families, 
where kids are not only raised by birth parents but also by aunties, cousins, grandmas and older siblings….and 
the possibilities continue to expand.  
 
Christian churches in America love to say that trends like these are a sign of the “destruction of the family.” 
But the only thing those trends are destroying is that shamefully reductive vision of a family I described above. 
Our cultural notion of family is actually expanding, and needs to expand, if we ever want to have a real discus-
sion of growing a church community with new families. We have to start asking why some families feel wel-
come in our church and others don’t, and be willing to hear answers that don’t flatter us.  
 
Families—of all kinds—first have to hear that they are wanted in our community—not for their money, not for 
what labor they can do for us, and certainly not for how they can make us look good. We have to expand our 
vision of families, and have the desire for them to join our family exactly as they are, and they need to hear that 
amid the din of so many other Christian churches that see them as morally abhorrent and illegitimate. If we say 
that Jesus welcomed the outcast and the ostracized, this is the conversation we need to have. 
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EXPERIENCING JESUS 

 

One of our new members who attends the 8:30 service responded to Pastor Steve’s invitation a few weeks ago 
during his sermon to send in some examples of how you have experienced Jesus.  

 

I was raised Roman Catholic. The Trinity was an integral part of my faith and prayers. Jesus became the primary 
entity for my prayer life. I would pray in the traditional fashion and times, but also in my private time.  My pri-
vate prayers tended to be more like 'talking to a friend' rather than formal prayer. On rare occasions, I would re-
ceive a 'message' or answer to my prayers directly from Jesus I believe. How the message was delivered, depend-
ed on the message and situation. 

 

Example: one time when I was minding my own business, not praying, I heard someone say 'they needed Reli-
gious Education teachers. I suddenly 'knew' I was being called. I had never thought of doing anything like that. I 
had no experience. I ended up teaching 8th Grade Confirmation classes for four years when I moved into being a 
Youth Minister and worked with early teens for a number of years. 

 

Years later, I felt a slight tightness in my chest. This was not an uncommon thing. I knew I had a 'slight blockage' 
near my heart, and it was being taken care of with medicine.  I had had the same feeling the day before I took an 
aspirin and went to work. This time however, I could not shake the feeling I needed to have it looked at. I went to 
the hospital and Yes, it was a heart attack. If I had gone to work like the previous day, I would never have come 
back home. (I don't just to the doctor at every little thing.) 

 

A few months ago, I was at mass and prayed just before mass of what I should do. I had been considering leaving 
the Catholic Church after 75 years. I had been considering this for several years, but don't easily trash three quar-
ters of a century just like that.  The Homily said we need to LIVE our faith and not just go to church on Sundays. 
The prayers of the Faithful asked that those searching, would find the courage to take the next step.  How do you 
ignore an answer like that? I had to laugh at it coming so soon. I now have found a Faith that I can FULLY ac-
cept and believe in. 

 

Another time, God had to ''knock me unconscious"...but that’s a story for another time. Jesus has always been in 
my life even when I was not aware of it. Sometimes he steps in and gives me direction. I am blessed. 

 

Jim 

DO YOU WANT GRACE TO GROW? 

If you answered yes to this question, our vestry invites you to join us on Saturday, February 18th for lunch at 
12:15 pm. Then from 1:00 – 3:00 pm we will begin developing strategies as to what we as a congregation will 
do during 2023 to achieve growth! We welcome your ideas and assistance! If you are not able to join us in per-
son, you may participate via Zoom, the link for the login will be on our website and that meeting starts at 1:00 
pm. If you are coming to lunch, please RSVP to pastor Steve by Sunday, February 12th so we know how much 
food to order. 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2022 Vestry  

 
   Martha Houser Lori Simon   Dash Health 

    Kris Eckert              Brooke Lau   Karen Davenport 

    Cheryle Kahl    Bill Siewert   Scott Satterly 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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February Birthdays 
 

 
Marchea Porcaro  2/03 

Suzanne LaMontagne 2/06 

Janet Poucher  2/08 

Patricia Germain  2/08 

Susan Fox  2/15 

Helen Fitzgibbon  2/28 

Ulrike Lamb  2/28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and 
Fruits, Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut 
Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, 
SpaghettiOs, Hamburger Helper, Instant 

Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal,  
Applesauce in Cans 

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace  
 

Bible Study will take place in the 
Guild Room 

Technology Ministry 

We are going to move our livestream of the 10:30      
Sunday service to YouTube.  This should fix the       
problems that we have been having.  We will still post 
the recording to Facebook sometime after the              
service.  This will start on January 29th.  The 8:30 zoom 
live stream will not change. 

The link to our youtube channel is: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCL_4WyfRVyn6_KO72ICpvLA 

It can also be found on our website on the home page 
under the  watch previous sermons link. The webpage 
will be updated to reflect the change of the 10:30 service 
starting January 29th! 

Book Club 

The Book Club will meet on February 23 at 6pm in 

our parish hall.  We will be discussing “The Four 
Agreements”  by Don Miguel Ruiz.  It’s a short 
book, only 138 pages, but fierce in its mes-

sage.  We will be changing our format in order to 
delve into that fierce message instead of picking 
apart the book.  Because it’s so short, you still 

have a few weeks to read it and discover “Four 
Agreements” are and how they affect your 
life.  We look forward to seeing you February 
23rd.  Speak to Ann Strevel if you have any ques-

tions. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL_4WyfRVyn6_KO72ICpvLA

