GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
A Protestant church in the worldwide
Anglican Communion.

August 2, 2020
The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
8:30 am Service

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God
During the Service — Let God speak to you
After the Service — Speak to one another

TO JOIN THIS SERVICE LIVE VIA ZOOM
To join this service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the link.
To join this service by phone, call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300
Password: 246040

Officiant: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Cell: 203-641-2068
Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music
115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043
Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant: Blessed be the Holy and Undivided Trinity.
People: And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Compassionate God: Remove from us all hardness of heart that we may accept all people as your precious
children, remembering that when we reject them, we reject you. Amen
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: May God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in
safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
The First Reading
Genesis 32:22-31
The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not
prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled
with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless
you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to
face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his
hip.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
The Response
Psalm 17:1-7,16
Exaudi, Domine

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord;
give heed to my cry; *
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips.
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; *
let your eyes be fixed on justice.
3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, *
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.
4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; *
I have heeded the words of your lips.
5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; *
in your paths my feet shall not stumble.
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; *
incline your ear to me and hear my words.
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7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, *
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand
from those who rise up against them.
16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; *
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding
your likeness.

The Second Reading
Romans 9:1-5
I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit-- I have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to
them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church .
Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from Matthew 14:13-21
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and
cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the
hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ
The Homily: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
We observe a brief silence for reflection.
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The Affirmation of our Faith

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
The Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day, he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
And his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

In peace we pray to you, O God.
We pray today for all people who struggle for survival: may you bless, comfort and strengthen them. We
pray to you, O God.
For our faith community at Grace during this time of separation due to the pandemic and for all those who
come to our building to be nourished by the food we provide. We pray to you, O God.
For the spirit of peace in our world: that all people, groups and nations in conflict may live in harmony. We
pray to you, O God.
For the world’s poor, destitute and homeless: Let not the needy be forgotten, or the hope of the poor be taken
away. We pray to you, O God.
For the spirit of unity, forgiveness and reconciliation in our country: guide our elected officials to put aside
political rivalry and work for the good of all our citizens. We pray to you, O God.
For all people of minority cultures and ethnic groups in the United States who continue to be trivialized and
endangered by the pervasiveness of racism: may this national sin be acknowledged and cleansed from our
hearts, institutions and nation. We pray to you, O God.
For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers: Ena, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff,
Samantha, Sirune, Odin, Thor, Genevieve, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Jeanne, Michelle, Pam, Liz, Janice,
Charlotte, Pam, Sue, Frank, Carol, Candy, Taylor, Amy, Joan, Mark, Emily, Nathan, Jennifer, Sherie,
Riley, Nina.
Are there others?
That they may receive your healing touch. We pray to you, O God.
For those whose lives are approaching death, and for those who have died, especially from COVID-19 that
they and their loved ones may receive the comfort of your loving embrace. We pray to you, O God.
CONCLUDING COLLECT
Good and gracious God, send forth your Holy Spirit upon your people throughout our country and the world.
Tear down the walls that divide us, and make us one through Christ our Lord. AMEN.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Friends in Christ, during this time of social distancing, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist together. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an “ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace him.” We are aware of this absence and our
yearning for the real presence of Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ
throughout the ages. Until we meet again in community we can practice a different Christian tradition
in the practice of spiritual communion. We will now pray the prayer for spiritual communion from the
Prayer Book for the Armed Services.
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER
Priest
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Priest

Let us pray: In union, O God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We
remember your death, Lord Christ; We proclaim your resurrection; We await your coming in
glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life
and in the life to come.
Amen.

People

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
People Amen.
The Dismissal
Priest

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

People

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The Prayers of this Congregation
For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the
Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood,
our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield
Hills, Christ the Savior in Santiago DR, St. Peter’s in Los Conucos DR; for Donald, our President,
and all members of Congress.
For Ena Pederson, Cynthia Burdie, Michelle, Jeff & Samantha, Sirune, Odin & Thor, Genevieve & Rosy,
Cindy, Deborah Pinto, Jeanne Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler,
Charlotte Kalligeros, Pam Zawierucha, Sue Schlanbusch, Frank Laura, Joan Walsh, Carol Bales,
Candy Dixon, Taylor, Amy, Mark, Emily, Nathan, Jennifer Holland, Sherie Borsa,
Riley Burkholder, Nina DiGaetano.
Please note: Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.
In order to add someone or keep someone on the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card
(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray.
Do you know someone who is ill? Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list.

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays at 10:00 am on Zoom
(Meeting info will remain as follows each week)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 Password: 683930
Or call: 312-626-6799
BOOK CLUB
Book Club will meet on Tuesday, August 25 at 7 pm at Grace.
They will be discussing A Good Neighborhood by Therese Anne Fowler.
If you have any questions, please call Ann Strevel.

Grace’s Income and Expenses

Capital Campaign

June total expenses: $16,438.89

July pledge income: $11,492.09

Goal for 2020-22: $150,000.00

June total income:

July outreach income: $1,038.59

Pledged to date:

$54.850.00

July rental income: $1,590.00

Received to date:

$20,100.00

$21,464.86
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The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH
Currently
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays, online 8:30 & 10:30 am. Visit our website for more information.
Bible Study: Thursdays at 10 am.
OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Community Suppers:
Wednesdays at 4:00, take-out meals only
Food Pantry:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup
Serving from 250 - 350 people every month
All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,
financial donations, or food and clothing donations.
Call the office to learn about helping or giving:
586-465-4573
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