
February 2022 

PARISH GOALS 2022 

 

Our vestry has been working diligently to plan our parish direction for 2022 
even while this pandemic continues to surge around us. Please note that some of 
these goals may have to be modified or changed during the year depending on 
what is happening with Covid-19. 

 

Here are the five goals that we have identified: 

 

1. Expand our involvement in the local Mt. Clemens community beyond just our outreach  
ministries to get the word out about our parish and make Grace the place to be.  

 a) Event Ideas 

  I. Fun day 

  II. Community forums 

  III. Guest speakers 

  IV. Labyrinth and other spiritual events  

 b) Continue our current outreach ministries – it’s our heart and soul 

 

2. Connect with other churches in the area and share who we are. 

a) Cross denominational events 

b) Exchanges in clergy for a Sunday 

c) Field trips to other churches on a Sunday for smaller groups 

 

3. Expand technology usage and streamline it. 

a) Allows access to those who cannot be here in person 

b) Connects to younger generation 

 

4. More contemporary service at 10:30 while keeping our traditions alive. 

a) More with the music, like Spirituals and learning about history of genres.  

b) Support Amy to be creative in music selection and with the choir 

 

5. Racial and social justice 

a) Continue our collaboration with the Interfaith Center for Racial Justice and participate in community events that support their 
work 

b) Continue our self-education about racial and social justice through books, movies, guest speakers and study groups 

 

Please know that the vestry did not come up with these goals in a vacuum. We reviewed all of the responses from the one-to-one phone 
conversations we conducted back in September of 2020 and used that information to help develop these goals. The hope for these goals is 
that they will lead to growth and connection which seemed to be the desire of our parishioners based on this phone survey. There will be 
more discussion about these at our annual meeting.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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 From the Music Ministry 
The more I learn about the art of spirituals, the more I realize I don’t know. The world of spirituals grows ever 
more vast the more steps I take on the journey. I think I know where I’m going, but I don’t, and when I get 
there, it’s a world unlike any I’ve known, but always right there next to me, waiting for acknowledgement. 

 

On February 27, we will sing two familiar spirituals: Go Down, Moses, and He Is King Of Kings. I’ve programmed them specifically 
for this day because of the scriptural readings that are featured. The first reading, from Exodus, speaks of the visible transformation of 
Moses as he comes down from Mt. Sinai after talking with God. Moses, of course, is seen as a liberator by the enslaved Black     
communities that created spirituals like Go Down, Moses. In this song, Moses is also seen as a metaphor for Harriet Tubman, the 
leader of the Underground Railroad.  

 

He Is King Of Kings is the gospel song of the day. The gospel reading of the day speaks of the Transfiguration of Christ, another  
visible transformation of someone intimate with God, doing God’s will. Christ, like Moses, is seen as a liberator in the world and 
context of the spiritual, He Is King Of Kings. He is the one who “broke the Roman kingdom down” by his actions.  

 

It’s easy to think of Christ as a kingdom establisher, not a kingdom breaker, but that’s exactly what Christ is in He Is King Of     
Kings - a kingdom breaker, a disrupter and revolutionary. His program of universal Love was intended to break down the kingdom of 
hierarchy, where the privileged have the power: “The last shall be first and the first shall be last.” The resurrection itself is also shown 
to be Christ breaking from bondage, the enslavement of being in a body. By his freedom from death do we have this freedom, too, 
and that is the mystery of Christianity.  

 

We have yet to translate this to freedom of all people, in this life, and not just in the hereafter, which is why there are still kingdoms 
to break down, and why we still need to hear the spirituals. In a sense, the “kingdom” of systemic racism is still yet to be broken in 
our world, and so our attention to songs like Go Down, Moses and He Is King Of Kings can bring attention to this fact in our minds. 
That’s what becomes possible in singing spirituals. We get to raise the question: How can our work in Christ break down the        
oppressive “kingdoms” of this world?  

 

Our answer to that question will say a lot about what kind of Christians we are.  

 

Amy 

Annual Meeting 

Once a year every Episcopal Church holds their annual meeting. This is an opportunity for the entire parish membership to gather and 
hear about the state of their congregation. The financial report for the previous year is presented as well as the new budget along with 
goals and directions for the new year. In addition to these verbal presentations there are numerous written reports submitted by the 
various committee chairs describing what their ministry was involved with the past year.  

 

We had originally planned for our annual meeting to be on Sunday, January 30th, but due to the updated directive of our bishop man-
dating that we could not serve food or beverages at our church gatherings, we have postponed our meeting until Sunday, February 
27th. We will have a single service that day at 10:00 am, you may attend in person or watch on FB livestream.  

 

It is our hope that after this service we may go to the parish hall for brunch and then begin our annual meeting after that so it should 
start between 11:45 – 12:00 pm. We will host the annual meeting on Zoom so you may join us virtually as well.  

 

We will also hold elections for our parish leadership. This year we will vote for three new vestry members and three delegates for our 
diocesan convention.  

 

We hope to see you at this annual parish gathering either in person or on Zoom! 
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HIDDEN FIGURES 

Over the summer we read and discussed a book entitled 5 DAYS about the 2015 aftermath in Baltimore when Freddie Gray 
died in police custody and then during Advent we read and discussed a book entitled, THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLKS. 

 

As we begin the year 2022 rather than read another book, we invite you to join us in a communal watching over ZOOM of 
the movie Hidden Figures. We have expanded our fifth parish goal listed on page one of this newsletter to include movies 
as part of our self-education about racial and social justice. So please join us on 

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11th at 7.00 PM 

 

Login information will be on our website and in the Constant Contact email that week. 

 

The women of Hidden Figures 

In November 1943, Dorothy Vaughan, a teacher at the Negro High School in Farmville, Virginia joined an 

experiment quietly underway at the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory in Hampton, Virginia. Early 

that year, facing a skyrocketing demand for the computational work required by aeronautical research, per-

sonnel managers at the laboratory quietly hired a group of African American women with math backgrounds 

to work as "human computers". There was no way for anyone to predict that the path that brought Dorothy 

Vaughan and the scores of other black women to the world's premier aeronautical research facility would 

travel through the defining moments of the twentieth century, and end at the Moon. 

Told from the point of view of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson and Christine Darden, and spanning three 

decades of history, Hidden Figures charts the progress of the black women mathematicians who answered their country's call to service 

during World War II and stayed on to help America achieve one of the things it desired most--a decisive victory over the Russians in 

the Space Race. 

When computers wore skirts. 

From the 1930s through the 1980s, hundreds of women worked as "human computers" for the National Advisory Committee for Aero-

nautics, and its successor the National Aeronautics and Space Administration-- NASA. These aeronautical ground troops were part of a 

long tradition of mathematically talented women, who helped power many of the great technological advances of the 20th century. 

 

Before a computer became an inanimate object and before Sputnik changed the course of history, before the Supreme 
Court case Brown v. Board of Education established that separate was in fact not equal, and before the poetry of Martin 

Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech rang out over the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, a group of black women work-
ing at the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory in Hampton, Virginia were helping America dominate aeronautics, 

space research, and computer technology, carving out a place for themselves as female mathematicians who were also 
black, black mathematicians who were also female.  

 

Hidden Figures is their story. 



 
 

Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2022 Vestry  

To be announced! 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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February Birthdays 
 
 

Marchea Porcaro  2/03 

Suzanne LaMontagne 2/06 

Janet Poucher  2/08 

Patricia Germain  2/08 

Howard Russo  2/12 

Susan Fox  2/15 

Helen Fitzgibbon  2/28 

Ulrike Lamb  2/28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, Ham-

burger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes,    
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace 
& on Zoom 

Visit our website and  
follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
    

   Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
   Password: 683930 

WARMING CENTER 

The warming center was a great success. I want to thank 

everyone. 

We took 700 breakfast/bags over. 

Lori 

If you are currently giving online through Tithely, 
we would appreciate you changing over to our new 
program through Realm, it is easy to do. Once you 
click on the giving icon on our website or in the   
constant  contact email, you will be automatically 
directed to the new giving section in Realm and you 
just add the information they ask for. 

Blood Drive 

Blood Drive on April 21st from 11:00 am 
to 5:0pm.  Donors with questions can contact me at 
586 453-5740 or e-mail mhouser97@yahoo.com 

Prayer List Update 

We have been praying for Eric and Leslie Mix,  

Martha Houser’s niece and her husband. 

Eric suffers from kidney disease and is on the trans-
plant list awaiting a new kidney, as no family mem-
bers have turned up a match. Leslie also struggles 
with some health issues, so we continue to pray for 

both of them, as the power of prayer is amazing! 

mailto:mhouser97@yahoo.com

