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The Name of Jesus  
 
In Mary and Joseph’s day, the majority of names used for children had a 
readily understandable meaning. Parents consciously chose a child’s 
name, many of which were translatable into phrases or sentences. It was 
common for parents to choose names which expressed their recognition 
of divine assistance for the birth such as Mattaniah which means “gift of 
Yahweh” or Nathanael “God has given this child” or Shemaiah – 

“Yahweh has heard the parent’s prayer.” So it would not have seemed strange or out of 
the ordinary for Mary and Joseph to name their child Jesus – “Yahweh Saves”. People 
would have accepted this name and thought nothing of it, because it fit the pattern of all 
the other children’s names.  
 
The interesting part is that Mary and Joseph did not select this name. They were told by 
the angel to use it and so they did. I presume that this is one of those things that Mary 
pondered in her heart, the name and meaning that was attached to her son. Did she and 
Joseph readily incorporate this conviction that “Yahweh Saves” into their spiritual be-
liefs, and if so, did it change how they thought about God and did it impact the way they 
lived?  

 

This is very different than our experience of names today. Most of us do not know the 
meaning of the names we use for people, places and things so we do not have that daily 
reminder of God’s presence in our lives. Our faith is not so readily reflected in our soci-
ety. We have to make a conscious choice to be faithful witnesses in our daily life and 
work. It takes extra effort and courage on our part to remember and express our belief in 
God. Taking this a step further, how many of us are reminded of God’s salvation when 
we hear or use the name Jesus? Maybe a better question would be - how many of us 
actually say the name Jesus at all? When was the last time you said this name outside of 
a church building?  

 

You may be surprised to realize that many Christians, especially Episcopalians and Ro-
man Catholics, feel uncomfortable in using the name Jesus when they are not in a wor-
ship service. How comfortable are you in saying the name Jesus in your daily life? I 
know of many people who readily say God, or Holy Spirit, but the name of the second 
person of the trinity just doesn’t roll of the tongue as easily.  

 

I would like to encourage all of us to make an additional New Year’s resolution today. Can each of us commit to saying the 
name “Jesus” to another person once a week during 2022? Be aware of how you feel and what you are thinking when you do 
so. I wonder how we might be changed as individuals and as a parish community if we would incorporate this name into our 
daily vocabulary.  

 

May God give all of us the courage to speak about Jesus openly and confidently in our daily lives.  

 

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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 From the Music Ministry 
I must start out the new year by giving a big THANK YOU to everyone in our music ministry; all 
our musicians have given so much this past year, resulting in great performances and solidarity in 
prayer. We’ve also endured a lot of challenges and stresses together, and so I’d ask that you, the 
congregation, keep us in prayer going into the new year, so that we can continue to bring you great music. 

 

The first musical focus for the next year will be Lift Every Voice And Sing, the Episcopal hymnal devoted to music of 
the African-American tradition. Included in this hymnal are spirituals, gospel pieces, and hymns embraced by Black com-
munities around the world for use in the Episcopal church. I’ve always loved drawing music from this hymnal, but this 
year, what I want to do is deepen my knowledge of this music so I can create a more authentic performance experience 
that everyone can enjoy.  

 

Already I’m learning much about sacred Black music from Grace’s book club; we’re reading The Souls of Black Folk by 
W.E.B. DuBois, and he has much to say about music. In fact, the entire last chapter of the book is devoted to a discussion 
of spirituals, or what are called “sorrow songs.” From here, I’ll be reading So You Want To Sing Spirituals by Randye 
Jones, as I’ve been singing spirituals my entire life without much historic guidance. I’m very much looking forward to 
seeing what comes of this learning experience.  

 

Not that Grace Church doesn’t already sing spirituals with gusto - we certainly do, and I’m glad for it. But singing spirit-
uals with understanding of where and who the music comes from…that’s an even more worthy goal, and that’s what I’m 
here for as your music minister. I wouldn’t be doing my job if I didn’t challenge my singers and listeners in various ways, 
especially to learn new things about old, familiar music.  

 

So that’s where the music ministry is right now, standing at the start of a new year. We’ve gotten into the habit of calling 
ourselves “Few But Mighty” due to our size and sound, but underneath our current bravado, we’re still human with hu-
man struggles. So do pray for us, as we will keep praying for you, the congregation, with our songs.  

 

—Amy 

This Photo by Un-

From the Treasurer 

Happy New Year! 

 Hopefully 2022 will be the year where we get back to some kind of “new” normal. 

 
The year end statements will be ready end of the month and placed in mailboxes at church… 

If you want yours mailed to you, you will have to call the office and let us know. 

 
Also, you should have received another reminder email for signing up to use Realm.  Please activate your 

Account so that you will be able to receive messages from the Church and have access to the Directory. 

Once majority have active their accounts, we will be getting rid of the other online/phone directory. 

For those that don’t have an email address we can activate your account for you.  You can do that 

by calling the office or myself. 

 
Any questions feel free to contact me at 586-337-0108 or email: gracetreasurer1870@gmail.com 

 
Yours In Christ+ 

Tish Germain 

about:blank
mailto:gracetreasurer1870@gmail.com
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Annual Meeting 

 

Even though the pandemic is still with us we are going to have our annual meeting on Sunday, January 

30th  at 12:00 pm in person at Grace and you may also join us on Zoom. We will only have ONE service 

that day at 10:00 am, which will be followed by brunch and then our annual meeting. This is our        

opportunity to gather in person and virtually as one body to review our financial reports from 2021 and 

to see our budget for 2022. In addition we will be electing new vestry members and convention          

delegates and discussing the good works we have accomplished and our plans for the coming year! No 

need to bring a potluck item to share this time, Scott Satterly and his culinary students will be cooking 

for us that day! 

Prayer List Update 

Roy, son of a friend of Ann Farrell,  is a 26 year old who was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in 

April 2021. He was treated throughout the summer and early fall with chemotherapy at University of Michigan 

Hospital. On Tuesday, November 9th he had a PET scan and by Thursday, November 11, he found out that his 

test results came back clear! He is in remission. He thanks everyone for all the prayers that were said for him 

during this very trying time. 

 

Michelle, friend of Ann Farrell,  underwent a heart valve replacement surgery in August.  The surgery was sup-

posed to be routine but ended up to be a bit more complicated than expected. At this time, she continues to heal 

and is participating in cardiac rehab to increase her strength and mobility. She thanks everyone for all the prayers 

that were said for her by the parishioners at Grace Church. 

  

Anyone interested in joining the prayer group is welcome! Feel free to attend prayer group meetings on the 

2nd Saturday of the month at 10:00 in the Guild Room. 

 

 



 
 

Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2022 Vestry  

To be announced! 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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January Birthdays 
 

 
Charles Ewalt  1/3 

Grace Westergren 1/6 

Karen Davenport  1/8 

Jeff Lamb  1/15 

Lare Poucher  1/18 

Alexander Kinsora 1/20 

Shirley Lappi  1/21 

Ann Gwinnell  1/26 

Edie Wakevanien  1/31 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
#ÁÎÎÅÄ 3ÏÕÐÓȟ #ÁÎÎÅÄ 6ÅÇÅÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒÕÉÔÓȟ 
-ÁÃÁÒÏÎÉ ÁÎÄ #ÈÅÅÓÅȟ 0ÅÁÎÕÔ "ÕÔÔÅÒȾ*ÅÌÌÙȟ 
4ÕÎÁ &ÉÓÈȾ#ÁÎÎÅÄ #ÈÉÃËÅÎȟ 3ÐÁÇÈÅÔÔÉÏÓȟ (ÁÍȤ
ÂÕÒÇÅÒ (ÅÌÐÅÒȟ )ÎÓÔÁÎÔ -ÁÓÈÅÄ 0ÏÔÁÔÏÅÓȟ 3ÐÁȤ

ÇÈÅÔÔÉ 3ÁÕÃÅȟ 0ÁÓÔÁȟ #ÅÒÅÁÌȟ !ÐÐÌÅÓÁÕÃÅ ÉÎ #ÁÎÓ 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace 
& on Zoom 

Visit our website and  
follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
    

   Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
   Password: 683930 

WARMING CENTER 

The only thing we need now are $5 gift cards to   

restaurants.  

Warming center is busy getting ready. Sign up is in    

hallway if you'd like help. We will packing 700       

breakfast/lunches all in one day. 

Things are going great! We are so blessed. Thank you to 

everyone who brought items in.  

As always you can call me if you have questions.        
586-322-5739 

- Lori Simon 

Bible Study Quote 

Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the 

world.  All things break.  And all things can be 

mended.  Not with time, as they say, but with    

intention.  So go.  Love intentionally,                 

extravagantly, unconditionally.  The broken world 

waits in darkness for the light that is you. 

 

Author — L. P.  Knost 

If you are currently giving online through Tithely, 
we would appreciate you changing over to our new 
program through Realm, it is easy to do. Once you 
click on the giving icon on our website or in the con-
stant  contact email, you will be automatically di-
rected to the new giving section in Realm and you 
just add the information they ask for. 


