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Epiphany 
 

January 2, 2022 

 

All are welcome to this service of communion;   

All are wanted at the table of the lord. 

TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE OR BY PHONE 
 

To join the 8:30 service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the links. 
  

To join the 8:30 service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
8:30 am Service:     Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300     Password: 246040 

  
Follow the link on our website to watch the 10:30 livestream on our Facebook page. 
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Opening Hymn:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

Song of Praise: Gloria, Gloria  

Celebrant: Great is our God and worthy of all praise. 

 
People: Praise and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor, power and might, be to our God for  
ever and ever! Amen.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord.. Amen.  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know 
you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE 
 
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

Deus, judicium 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 

and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 

and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 

from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 

like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 

and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 

and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 

and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
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THE SECOND READING 
 
Ephesians 3:1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely you have 

already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made 

known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive 

my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to human-

kind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have be-

come fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working 
of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles 

the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eter-

nal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Hymn: As With Gladness Men of Old  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jeru-

salem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 

and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
 
The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberg-Domienik  
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
 
 
 
The Affirmation of our Faith 

 
At the early service: 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 
We believe in one God,  
 The Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:  
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By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day, he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

At the later service: 

We believe in the God of Life, who creates and loves all people, 

       who acts in history and who promises never to leave us alone. 

We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who is both human and divine. 

We believe that we dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit for without her we are nothing; 

       filled with her we are able to become creative, lively and free. 

We believe in the Church of Jesus our Christ, 

       a community where we find companions and courage for the struggles of life, 

       where we grow in our understanding of the faith through worship, prayer and service. 

We believe that God has a purpose for us in this time and place, that even though we walk  

        through difficult times we are called to be instruments of God’s peace. 

We believe in using, enjoying, respecting and caring for all that God has created for us. 

We believe that people can change and that God transforms and heals us in ways that  

       we may not expect or imagine. 

We believe that there is life with God after death even though we may not understand it.  

Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The People stand or kneel.  
 

Today we celebrate the Epiphany, the manifestation of God’s love to the entire world. With confidence let us 
bring our petitions before our God remembering all people in need and for our world, saying: 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For all people of every race, nation and disposition: May your love so embrace us all that its power overcomes 
our conflicts, our defenses and our fears. Quicken us to our true nature as your children that we may love one 
another. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For our Jewish brothers and sisters and all who glory in the star of David, that together we might see in the star 
of Bethlehem not a symbol of division but a call to reconciliation.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare and for refugees around the world that their mourning may 
be turned into joy.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For all victims of prejudice and discrimination, that the light of Christ might shine as a beacon in the world’s 
darkness.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For our faith community here at Grace and our Mt. Clemens community: We pray also for those who suffer 
most; for those affected by Covid-19, for the emotionally and physically ill, for people who are grieving and 
for those who are dying. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

For the larger community around us; counties, our state and our nation, may we care for the children, those 
who are homeless and imprisoned: May we create a world where shelter, food and medical care are available 
for all and where the law protects all people. 

Lord, hear our prayer.  

 
For all those who are sick or infirmed and for those suffering because of COVID – 19, And for all who have 
asked for our prayers: Ena, Michelle, Jeff, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz, Janice, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, 
Barbara, Helen, Matthew, Jennie, Katherine, Pam, Karen, Ollie, Jasmine, Allen, Donna, Tom, Darrell, Frankie, 
Sue, Dominique, Lianne, Lori, Michael, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Bud, Sue, Mike, Deanna, Connie, Jenny, 
John, Helen, Charlotte, Adele, Joan, Jackie, James,  Elizabeth, Yvonne, Jeff Lamb Family, Teresa. 
 

Leader:  Are there others? 

Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 

Lord, hear our prayer.  
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. 

By what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus our Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

That we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. AMEN.  

 

My sisters and brothers: God loves us, God has mercy on us, God forgives us and God sets us free. So go out 
and forgive others and forgive yourself so that we all may be free. AMEN. 

THE PEACE   
NOTE: We are sharing the peace in COVID safe ways, so we ask that you do something other than hug or 
shake hands. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONCLUDING COLLECT  

Loving God, we offer you our prayers, some in words and others said in the quiet of our hearts. Continue to 
lead us to your Son, Jesus, who is our light this day and forever more.  AMEN. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE 

 

The Offering Song:  In the Bleak Midwinter 

Doxology: What Child is This  

What child is this, who laid to rest 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

This, this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing! 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The babe, the Son of Mary.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Epiphany 

Year C 

 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them up to God. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to our God. 

People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant:  Revealing God, you send the light of a star, and in that light we see the truth of who you are and 
the truth of who we are. Like the magi you call us to worship you, but like the mage we mistake where you 
truly belong and where we truly belong. Yet in revelation you direct us to yourself and in the incarnation you 
meet us in yourself. You become what we are that we might become what you are. And so you draw us to the 
company where your angels gather around your eternal throne, singing their hymn of unending praise.  

 

SANCTUS:    

8:30 Service 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one  

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

10:30 Service 
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Celebrant continues  

God of wonder, as the magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, so we bring these gifts of bread and 
wine. In those gifts we see your grief at the way we crucified your Son, the holy one among us, but also the 
wonder of how you raised him to be our king in glory forever.  

 

Send down your Holy Spirit, that we may discover what it means to be of you and in you, and that this bread of 
honest toil and this wine of joyous celebration may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who 
at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them saying, “Take, 
eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink this all of you; this is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 

Celebrant:    Great is the mystery of our faith. 

People:         Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant continues  God of wisdom, as the magi brought gold, bring your whole church, living and departed, 
to the vision of your glory. As the magi brought frankincense, infuse all who seek you with the beauty of your 
holiness. As the magi brought myrrh, embrace all who suffer until the time comes when you flood the whole 
creation with justice and mercy. In this banquet restore us in your image, surround us with your company, and 
prepare us for your freedom; that we may come to resemble your Son, through whom, and with whom, and in 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, now and forever.  

 

People: AMEN. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  

 

At the 8:30 Service: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thine name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN 

At the 10:30 Service: 

Our Father in heaven, holy is your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav-

en. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. AMEN. 
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BREAKING OF BREAD 
 
At the 8:30 Service 
 
Celebrant: Alleluia! We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

                        Alleluia.  

 

10:30 Service 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God, for all of us, the holy people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving. 



15 

Music for Communion: We Three Kings 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER: said by all, standing or kneeling  

Gracious God, we thank you for nourishing us with the food of our savior. Now send us out in the power 
of your Spirit to be beacons of hope and love in your world. For it is through Christ and with all your 
saints that we offer ourselves and our lives to your service O God. We humbly pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ, your Son. AMEN.  

BLESSING 
 
May Christ, who is human and divine, who is of heaven and earth, lift up your hearts and your lives to God 
to give you strength to do God’s will in this world; and may the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and 
Giver of Life be with you this day and forever. AMEN.  



17 

Closing Hymn:  He Came Down 

DISMISSAL 
 

As you leave this place to love and serve our God, may the Holy Spirit be with you every step of the way, 
guiding you in God’s peace. Alelluia, Alelluia, Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God, Alelluia, Alelluia, Alleluia  
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The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael B. Curry, our Presiding Bishop; Our Bishop, 
Bonnie Anne Perry; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth 
Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop, Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE Michigan Synod, Craig A. Satterlee, 

ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod. Our retired bishops, Wendell Gibbs & Stewart Wood; our    
retired community, spouses and companions. Our diocesan household: Committees, commissions,          
ministries, agencies, clergy, lay leaders, volunteers and staff persons. Birmingham St. James’; Consuelo, DR 

St. Gabriel’s; Dearborn Mother of the Savior   

 
For Ena Pederson, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha, Cindy, Thor, Rosy, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler, Jennifer 

Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Donna Hanes, Helen Stein, Matthew Bishop, Jennie 
Berube, Katherine Domienik, Pam Sherry, Karen Blackburn, Ollie Denham, Jasmine Gardner, Allen David 
Clay, Tom Krell, Darrell Banks, Frankie Dion, Sue Schlanbusch, Dominique Czupski, Lianne Neumann, 
Lori Dodge, Michael Thomas, Eric & Leslie Mix, Elliott, Neville Thompson, Bud Denham, Sue Treend, 

Mike Zubas, Deanna Mejia, Connie Harvey, Jenny Kirby, John Schober, Charlotte Kalligeros, Adele 
Akasheh, Joan Walsh, Jackie Falconer, James Sikes, Elizabeth Gage, Yvonne Hawkins, Teresa Davidson. 

 
Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   

In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please call the office. 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

 
BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK RESUMES 

We have resumed packing for Blessings in a Backpack on Wednesdays at ML King Academy, located at 400 
Clinton River Drive in Mt. Clemens.  Volunteers should try to arrive by 3:30 PM.  It will take 1-1 1/2 hours to 

pack the bags for the students.  Thanks to all the volunteers and donors for your support!  

 
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sundays, in person & online 8:30 & 10:30 am.  Visit our website for more information. 

Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 7 pm (zoom) & Sundays in Advent 9:30 am at Grace  
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Community Suppers:  
Wednesdays at 4:00 

Sunday Suppers: Sundays at 4:30, November-March  
 

Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 

Blessings in a Backpack: 
Wednesdays at 3:30 at ML King Academy 

 
All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  

financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 
 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 
586-465-4573 
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Current Announcements 

 

Warming Center: 

The only thing we need now are $5 gift cards to restaurants. We give a big thank you to everyone who has  

already donated. It is amazing the amount of items that were donated.       

 

Altar Flowers:  

The greenery and holly garland at the altar window has been graciously given by: 

Jennifer Holland, in loving memory of her father Lloyd Racine 

Ann Farrell, in thanksgiving of our church community and in loving memory or her father Don       

Fitzgibbon 

An anonymous donor, in loving memory of her parents. 

 

Please Sign up for altar flowers on the bulletin board 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Sign up sheet located on the bulletin board. 

 

Hearts for Homes:  

Hearts for Homes is collecting items and money for two families that are in need of a good Christmas! Please 

contact Christa Carpenter for details. (586)-663-6246 
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