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VIA MEDIA NOT SOCIAL MEDIA 
Over the past few weeks, my wife has been nudging me to look at my 
Face Book and Instagram accounts more frequently because people 
have been sending me messages for my birthday. Hence, I have been 
musing over this whole issue of social media and wondering how we 
survived without it. This train of thought reminded me of the Via Media 
which is a hallmark of our Anglican and Episcopal Church, so I thought I 
would write about this concept that has been around for approximately 
the last 500 years!  

When King Henry VIII broke with Rome he did not create a new religion, he just wanted 
to be the head of the Church in England. But as the Protestant Reformation continued to 
pick up momentum in Europe and in Britain, the English Church was caught between the 
warring Protestant and Catholic factions that were literally killing each other over their 
differing beliefs.  
After King Henry died his young son Edward VI took the throne, and his administration 
moved the country more toward the Protestant side and during this transition they killed 
or imprisoned those who remained loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. After a few 
years Edward died and his sister, Mary Tudor took control of the monarchy. She was  
a devout Catholic and she moved the country back in alignment with the Pope. In the 
process, however, she executed, imprisoned, tortured and exiled many Protestants 
throughout the land. This is how she earned the nickname, “Bloody Mary.”  
When Elizabeth I took the throne after Mary, England was in chaos because of this reli-
gious unrest, violence, confusion and polarization of the people in the church. What was 
the populace supposed to believe? How were they to act? What would happen to them if 
they sided with the Protestants or the Catholics?  
Faced with this huge problem Elizabeth knew that she had to find a compromise in order 
to bring stability back to the country. The solution she came up with was “Via Media,” which is the Latin term for the “middle 
way.” Elizabeth wanted all English Christians to feel welcome at their church no matter which side they adhered to. Elizabeth 
maintained that Protestants and Catholics could live together and worship together in the same place and that they could still 
hold their different beliefs.  
Elizabeth made changes to the English Church that incorporated worship and beliefs from each of the opposing sides. 
Hence, the Anglican Church became both Protestant and Catholic, a place where Christians with different points of view 
could find a home.  
Our Episcopal Church was born out of the Church of England and we continue to embrace the practice of via media as  
we uphold tolerance and acceptance of everyone. Our Church welcomes all people into the fold no matter what their  
background, culture, race, economic status, sexual orientation, physical ability, education, politics, theology or opinions are. 
We no longer kill or exclude people because of these differences.  
Another gift we inherited from Elizabeth I was her emphasis on allowing individuals in the Church to make personal decisions 
based on their conscience or reason. This characteristic was later combined with the elements of Christian tradition and 
scripture that shaped our metaphor of the three-legged stool.  
These three components give all Episcopalians the freedom to make moral and ethical decisions based on their individual 
reason or understanding of Christian scripture and tradition. Because of this premise, our Church does not make mandatory 
statements of what people have to believe. We do not insist upon uniformity of thought, belief or action as some other  
Christian denominations try to enforce. We leave it up to individuals to make the choice that is right for them. This explains 
why people in the same congregation may hold such differences of opinion on various social or theological issues.  
This practice is often described as the “big tent” of the Episcopal Church because we are inclusive and accepting enough  
to allow a wide range of diverse opinions and beliefs within our churches. These include social, political and theological  
perspectives. On the surface, this sounds harmonious, but in reality, it is often a challenge to work and worship with people 
who have very divergent beliefs and opinions.   
This practice of the via media certainly has the potential to cause division and conflict in dioceses and parishes over various 
issues. We often see it within our denomination within Christianity and in our country as well. The Christian life is not easy. It 
is difficult, messy and not as simple as we may like.  
The Episcopal Church embraces the “middle way” as established by Elizabeth I. Our tradition calls us to walk with each other 
through controversial issues in a loving, caring manner to end the violence and conflict. Our Church has room enough for all 
of us. The choice before us is clear; do we opt for the “Via Media” or does it become “My Way or the Highway”?  
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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“Through the Grace of God....”   The 150th anniversary committee originally planned on having an 
1870 Sunday service to honor our forefathers.  Well, two years later and much has changed.  We 
ended up doing a Morning Prayer Service from 1870.  I really enjoyed planning the service.  For I 
learned more about Grace. With leading the worship service filled my heart with much joy.  And oh, 
I had to dig deep into myself to pull of the chanting of the Great Litany. (I owe that for the Felician 
Sisters for teaching of song and chants.)   And those that dressed in period clothing added a spe-

cial touch.  I know enjoyed doing it very much.  There were a few people who asked me if I would share the 
reflection I gave on Sunday July 18th in the newsletter.   

Reflection for July 18, 2021, service: 
     Our lessons for today reminded me of how a missionary, Edward Magee, who was sent here to Mt. Clem-
ens in 1849 to start a parish. Just like David (2 Samuel 7:1-14a) set out to make a permanent temple for God.  
Edward Magee set out to herd in the lost sheep of Mt. Clemens.  In December of that year Michigan's first 
Episcopal Bishop, the Right Reverend Samuel McCoskry, conducted services in the courthouse.  In which six 
members were confirmed, and Edward Magee was ordained as Grace’s first priest. And by 1870, they grew to 
build this building we stand in today.  
   Today, we went back in time for our Morning Prayer to have a feel for what our founding fathers did on a typ-
ical Sunday.  In fact, Morning Prayer was the norm for Sunday services.  
      So, the beginning prayers were to get us in harmony with God. Asking for forgiveness and getting our self-
straight to carry on with He asks of us.   The Lessons, for which we hear the Word from the Bible.  It centers 
us, to hear those words from so long ago, that reinstate today when we take the word and establish it in our 
daily lives.  Remembering why we come to celebrate God in his home.  Carrying on what David started, Jesus 
reinforced, and our forefathers established for us today to continue the work. Coming together each Sunday to 
feed our souls to continue the work we do in the community.  Grace has been servicing this community on a 
continuous basis since 1892 with feeding and clothing, and a place to worship.   
       Then we remind ourselves of why we believe in our Faith and prepare for welcoming Jesus in our hearts.  
In 1870 the practice for communion was usually reserved for when the bishop was in the area, or once a 
month, even sometimes only quarterly depending on the priest.   It really was not until the late 1970 that the 
Episcopal church started offering communion on a weekly basis.  So, the Great Litany was said to bring us in 
communion with the Lord when the Holy Eucharist was not available or offered.  Then we offer prayers for 
clergy and churches.  And for strength to carry on Jesus’ work during the upcoming week.  And may each of 
us feel the strength this place has showed us time and time again to carry on for another 150 plus years! 
We have mailed out the invitations for the Banquet. If by August 6th, you haven’t received yours, please con-
tact Ann Strevel (586-463-5488) or Tish Germain (586-337-0108).  Extra forms for tickets are on the bulletin 
board in the hallway just up the stairs. 
On August 15, 2021, we will be doing a “future” service of on how we (Amy & I) think things may come to be in 
the next few decades...... Oh, so far, it’s been very enlightening to imagine what could be.... 
Any questions or to volunteer for the anniversary celebrations please feel free to call Ann Strevel  
586-463-5488) or Myself. 
Yours in Christ, 
Tish (586-337-0108)  150th Anniversary Committee Co-Chair.  

The Rev. Iris Slocombe, a retired 
priest of our diocese, and her 
spouse, Bert, died in March and 
June, respectively. Iris served as 
rector of Grace Church, Mt. Clem-
ens from 1989-1995.  Iris and Bert 
left our diocese in 1996, when she 
was called as the first female 
priest in the Diocese of Western 
Mexico.  Iris and Bert’s time in 
Mexico continued for many years 
in both active and retired minis-
try. Notes of condolence may be 
sent to the family in care of:  
tracey.slocombe@btinternet.com  
 and silvergirl73@bellsouth.net 

mailto:tracey.slocombe@btinternet.com
mailto:silvergirl73@bellsouth.net


Page 3                          Amazing Grace— August 2021 

AMY’S COFFEE CORNER 
 

Grace Church has been celebrating its 150th anniversary for well over a year now, with  
remembrances and prayers popping up once again in our liturgy to help us acknowledge 
our history, and it’s good that the pandemic is no longer holding us back. As I write this, 
we are enjoying the fruits of our recent service modeled on that of the 1870’s, complete 
with King James English and old organ hymns.  
 

But I have to say that I was grateful for the pause last year, because it caused us to break  
from the past to see the urgency of the present. And we found out that the urgency of 
the  
present wasn’t just about the pandemic, it was about racism. Just as we were confronted  
with lockdown conditions in early 2020, we were also confronted with the death of 
George Floyd and others victimized by white supremacy.  
 

Since then, our church has started (but only started) to do the work of anti-racism,  
learning how white supremacy culture is even steeped in our worship.  
 

And yes, it’s in our worship. In my planning for the 1870’s service, I have been shown an American Episcopal hymnbook 
from the time period. It includes lyrics that are racist and anti-Semitic: 
 

“Then, through our solitary coast, 
The desert features soon were lost; 
Thy temples there arose;  
Our shores, as culture made them fair, (emphasis added) 
Were hallowed by thy rites, by prayer.” 
 

It doesn’t take long to figure out what “fair” means in historic context - fair of beauty, and fair of complexion: white  
missionaries saw themselves not just as making America Christian, but making it white, forcing nonwhite people to  
assume subservient roles in white culture or be killed or displaced. When Grace started out as a mission in the 1870’s, 
established Christian churches were already teaching racist doctrines, like the Curse of Ham and the Mark of Cain, to  
support arguments for the subjugation of people of color across America. 
 

And this one, from the same hymnbook, labeled, “For the Jews”: 
 

“Disown’d of heaven, by man oppress’d, 
Outcasts from Sion’s hallowed ground” 
 

It also doesn’t take long to figure out where words like this lead. It would be irresponsible of me to plan music for a  
period-style service that acknowledges history without actually acknowledging history.  
 

And we can’t just acknowledge history. We have to challenge ourselves to imagine a future that doesn’t repeat it.  
Racism doesn’t just show up in public places, it affects even the most intimate parts of our lives - where we live, what  
we eat, who we have sex with, and how we worship. If we’re not willing to confront racism in these areas, there can BE 
no intimacy, no real vulnerability in relationship that comes with being in a close church community like Grace. 
 

I was disappointed to encounter those lyrics in the old hymnbook, but also not surprised or disheartened. My hope is  
that I can share this encounter and that we can learn from it how to best acknowledge our past and respond to the  
urgency of the present. We’re only on the beginning of our anti-racism journey, but it will be worth every step, because  
if we do it right, and we go together, we will grow our community into something people will want to be a part of and  
do work for, to create the loving future Christ intended. 
 

What does that look like? It looks like Grace Church, when everyone is doing the work of community. Often, when  
people are confronted with the realities of racism, they respond almost in a panic with, “What can I do?” And while 
there’s no single answer that works for everyone, I can at least offer one possibility: help Grace Church do the work of 
community. After all, we’ve been doing it since 1870.  
 
Amy Saari, Minister of Music 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2021 Vestry  

Pam Sherry, Senior Warden 
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,  

Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert, 
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,  

Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz  
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

August Birthdays 
 

Charlie Carroll  8/5 
Ollie Denham  8/7 
Shari Potter  8/7 

Rachel Westergren  8/9 
Janet Schwandt  8/10 

Sara Mattocks  8/17 
Amnat Chandra  8/22 

Dash Heath  8/22 
Barb Keranen  8/23 

 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  
B on them, please pass them along to 
help us fill backpacks with weekend 

food for hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, 

Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and  

follow the link. 
Or call: 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
Password: 683930 

Dave Farrell  8/23 
Gina Valenti  8/23 

Bruce Freeburger  8/26 

From the Treasurer Mouse 

Hi, I hope everyone is enjoying this summer 

season.  For before we know it Fall will be 

upon us.  I just wanted to drop a little note 

that there will be some changes in bookkeep-

ing.  The Vestry has approved a new 

“accounting program” along with a commu-

nication program to streamline the vessels 

we use to communicate with members.  More 

to becoming in the next couple months.  

 For now, the only “major” change is that if 

you request a check a form needs to be filled 

out (there are forms in my mailbox: 

“Germain, T.”) along with receipts for a check 

to be issued. Then place in the Black Mailbox 

that is to the left of the Office Glass Doors. 

See you around Church......God’s Many  

Blessings                     

Tish Germain 

586/337-0108 

Treasurer/Bookkeeper 

This Photo by 

http://miou14.vefblog.net/79.html

