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ADVENT & THE FUTURE AGE 

 

As we enter into this season of Advent, we begin a period of waiting for 
the birth of Jesus on Christmas. So why then does our Gospel from the 
first Sunday feature an adult Jesus talking about the end times and his 
coming again? Those early followers were focused on the future, not on 
the past of where Jesus came from. They were focused on his divine  
nature, not his earthly human one. They were ready for him to come in 

glory and restore Israel to its former self. This was supposed to happen soon and they 
didn’t want to miss it.  

Well, almost two thousand years later, Jesus has not yet returned in glory the way that 
people had anticipated, so we have learned that it probably will not happen any time 
soon. So rather than focus on the future, we look to the past and try to reconnect with 
the time that he originally came to give us hope for the age to come. So as Advent    
begins, we are ready to hear about the promise God made to Jesus’ parents and recall 
the story of how it all began. But our expectations are shattered because we begin this 
season by talking about the cosmos and the end of all that is.  

These two polar opposites remind us that we live in the “between times”. God has    
already created the universe and Jesus has come to show us the path of life and salva-
tion and now we are waiting for the end of times. So how do we handle being stuck 
somewhere in the middle with no tangible connection to either end? 

We have the distinct luxury of being able to look at both sides with equal nostalgia but I 
believe it is easier and more comforting for us to look back rather than forward. When 
we look to the future coming of Jesus we have no knowledge of the time, place or con-
text. This unknown does not give us a timeframe or goal to prepare for so there is no 
urgency to get things done now. In fact, we do not even need to spend time thinking 
about it because it is so far off in the future.  

The truth is that most of us don’t want the present age to end any way. We are comfort-
able with our lives and we have enough resources to survive. We are not suffering daily 
under an oppressive empire so we do not long for Christ to return and save us from our 
trials. We are happy with life as it is, we do not want Jesus to come and have life as we 
know it end. 

Believe it or not, this looking forward is meant to empower and encourage us! We are 
reminded that something so great and tremendous is going to happen at the end of time 
that it will be beyond our comprehension. This event will be so spectacular that only 
God knows how and when this will take place.  

The reality is that God comes into our midst regularly, so we don’t have to wait until the 
end times. The question is: Are we open to hear, experience and be changed by the divine on a regular basis? Or are we too 
caught up in all the things around us that we miss God’s stirrings in our hearts?  

This leads us to think about how Christ might be born and live within each of us? How might we be Christ to one another? 
What do we need to prepare and how long do we have to wait for it to happen?  

So we are brought back to our reality of living in the middle times, waiting and watching just like these earlier people did. 
We have to find direction and meaning for our lives during these days as we wait for Christ to return both at Christmas and 
at the end of the age. 

May God fill each of us with an active anticipation and purposeful waiting as we begin this Advent Season. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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 From the Music Ministry 
 
 
 
The season of waiting is upon us: Advent. And we live in a culture that doesn’t like to wait. What we really want is     
instant gratification and the high-speed broadband to go with it. It’s also normal for us to be in a constant hurry whether 
at work or leisure: We rush to be on time for an appointment or an event, but then we often have to sit still and wait for it 
too, which causes our minds to stay in a hurry with anxiety and boredom.  

And ironically, Christmas in our culture never likes to wait, though as a holiday it comes at the end of a season of holy 
stillness. Preparations can begin at any time of the year, as many professionals across different industries can attest. I  
recall an interview with the late vocalist Luther Vandross about his recording a Christmas album in July: He said in the 
summer, one has to consciously generate the Christmas spirit, as it doesn’t happen automatically. And THAT’S when the 
Christmas spirit is most palpable, when there’s consciousness and intention behind it - not just when the greens are up 
and the eggnog is flowing.  

This is not to say that Christmas should be celebrated all year long, but that something as magical and miraculous as 
Christmas should be given its proper time, as it is worth waiting for. Christmas is about birth, which makes the Advent 
season a time of pregnancy that deserves its own space and respect. Mary sings her Magnificat not after the joyous birth 
of Jesus, but while she is still pregnant with him—not because she’s impatient, but because the time of waiting can be its 
own fulfillment of joy. 

Musicians and music ministries typically start preparing for Christmas in the summer; our projects have several months 
of gestation time and go through phases. So for us, Advent is usually not a time of preparing but of performance and 
showing results. We provide the sonic environment for Advent and Christmas, and we have to be complete and ready by 
the time the listening culture is ready for us.  

Thus not everyone has the same Advent. We’re all expected to wait quietly, but who gets to, in the end? Except that 
Christians as a whole have the longing for Christ in common. It is that longing that binds Christians together at this time, 
whether they wait after Thanksgiving to decorate or not. And longing is itself a holy state. That’s what makes Advent a 
special and worthwhile journey - that it’s all about the journey, and not the destination, for the destination is assured,  
every year we celebrate. 

—Amy  

This Photo by Un-

From the Treasurer.... 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  And that you are preparing for the birth of our Lord. 

 

Last month I sent out an email to everyone who has an email listed with me.  It was inviting you to join up with 

Realm.  This is our new accounting system along with a host of things we will be able to do to communicate 

with each other.  

 

 This new program will make the treasurers job as a bookkeeper much easier.  Plus, when you accept the invita-

tion, you will be able to see your giving statement at anytime and print it off as you need too.  Those that do not 

have accesses to a computer please let me know so I can activate your account.  The next two Sundays I will be 

available during the services to do this for you. 

Have a wonderful Advent! 

 

Tish Germain 

Treasurer 

about:blank
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Vestry Update from November 

• Treasurers report not available from October-November due to issues with REALM reporting. 

• REALM will be available for parishioners to check their pledge status very soon. 

• Tish Germain, Grace’s treasurer has resigned her position effective end of January 2022. 

• The Souls of Black Folk by W.E. B. Du Bois book study meeting dates: 12/2 (up to page 37), 12/16,12/30. 

• Letter of Agreement with Pastor Steve with be forthcoming. 

• Looking to replace the sign out front. 

• Still need to raise money for Capital Campaign Fund. 

• Continue current COVID-19 protocol: masks in sanctuary encouraged, disinfecting between services, vac-

cinations encouraged. 

• Kris, Pam and Marchea to work on updating church website. 

Prayer List Update 

This month, we members of the prayer group want to tell you about family members (and friend)of our dear parish-
ioner, Mimi Lambert, names you have seen on our prayer list, and have been praying for, since October of 2019. 

 

Michelle, Jeff and Samantha, her daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter, set out on a sailing adventure around the 
world, but are now in lockdown in New Zealand because of Covid 19.   

 

Thor is her grandson who lost his father a couple years ago and his older brother just a year ago  

this month. 

 

Rosy is her granddaughter who suffers from scoliosis and may face back surgery in the future. 

 

Cindy is a friend battling recurring breast cancer. 

 

Mimi is grateful that we all continue to pray for them, as the power of prayer has amazing results. 

 

Sunday Supper Update 

 

At this writing, we have served approximately 25-30 guests each week for the past 2 weeks.  We open our doors at 
3:00 to provide a hot cup of coffee and an opportunity to rest and clean up before 
we start serving supper at 4:30. 

On November 14th, Terri and her team (seen in picture) made taco salad for supper.  
A few of the volunteers brought coats, clothes and packed 50 lunches to hand out to 
our guests as they left. We also passed out gloves, blankets and carry-outs.  

 

 

If you would like to volunteer, please feel free to talk with one of our team mem-
bers; Ann    Farrell, Dave Farrell, Kris Eckert or Charlie Carroll. You may also call 
the church office at 465.4573 and Marchea will pass on the message to us! 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2021 Vestry  

Pam Sherry, Senior Warden 
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,  

Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert, 
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,  

Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz  
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, dine-in and take-out 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, dine-in and take out 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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December Birthdays 
 

 
Deborah Chapman 12/02 

Stephen Saph 12/02 

Lauri Howard 12/07 

Linda Satterly 12/10 

Donna Oakley 12/16 

Dolora Paull 12/17 

Beckie Murphy 12/19 

Brooke Steel-Lau 12/21 

Kirsten Blackburn 12/25 

Fredrick Chapman 12/25 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, Ham-
burger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Spa-

ghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 
 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Sundays in Advent 9:30 am 

at Grace  
Visit our website and  

follow the link. 
Or call: 312-626-6799 

    Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
   Password: 683930 

WARMING CENTER 

We will be hosting our Warming Center ministry from January 

16th - 23rd. Once again, the guests will not be staying with us, but 

will be housed elsewhere. Grace is responsible for providing food, 

therefore, we are inviting everyone to assist us with two things:  

1) In giving $5 gift certificates from local fast food restaurants that 

we will give to the homeless guests during our week. The certifi-

cates may be dropped off in the office or in the Sunday offering 

plates. 

2) Taking one of the sticky notes from the Warming Center bulle-

tin board in the hallway and purchasing the item(s) listed and plac-

ing the product(s) in the container on the staircase landing by the 

church office.  

THANK YOU for helping to feed the hungry in our community! 

Through the Grace of God.... 

The 150th Anniversary service and banquet happened. We 

had a wonderful turn out for both. And that was all possi-

ble by the Grace of God! Of, course it took hard work and 

many hours to put everything together. But it was all 

worth it seeing everyone so excited that day!  

There were many people who helped us along the way 

these past two years. By helping out with assembling 

items, coffee hours, selling items and an ear to listen every 

now and again. 

We also want to thank Grace congregation for the token of 

appreciation given to us on Stewardship Sunday.  

May the Grace of God continue to be with 

each and every one! 

In Christ + 

Ann Strevel and Tish Germain 
This Photo 
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