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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 19, 2022 

 

All are welcome to this service of communion;   

All are wanted at the table of the lord. 

TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE OR BY PHONE 
 

To join the 8:30 service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the links. 
  

To join the 8:30 service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
8:30 am Service:     Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300     Password: 246040 

  
Follow the link on our website to watch the 10:30 livestream on our Facebook page. 
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Opening Hymn:  Humble Yourself 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

Godôs mercy endures forever. 

Jesus said, ñThe first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these. AMEN 
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KYRIE (8:30 Service) 

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.  

KYRIE (10:30 Service) 
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THE FIRST READING  
 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The L  said to Samuel, ñHow long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have pro-
vided for myself a king among his sons.ò Samuel said, ñHow can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.ò And the L  said, ñTake a heifer with you, and say, óI have come to sacrifice to the L .ô Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.ò Samuel did what the L  commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, ñDo you come peaceably?ò He said, ñPeaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the L ; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.ò And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ñSurely the Lordôs anointed is now before the L .ò 
But the L  said to Samuel, ñDo not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the L  does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the L  looks on the heart.ò Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
ñNeither has the L  chosen this one.ò Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ñNeither has 
the L  chosen this one.ò Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
ñThe L  has not chosen any of these.ò Samuel said to Jesse, ñAre all your sons here?ò And he said, 
ñThere remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.ò And Samuel said to Jesse, ñSend and bring 
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.ò He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The L  said, ñRise and anoint him; for this is the one.ò Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the L  came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life 
to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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THE SECOND READING 
 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of lightð for the fruit of the 
light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what 
such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes 
visible is light. Therefore it says, 

ñSleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.ò 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 

THE RESPONSE 
 

Psalm 23 

Dominus regit me 

1 The L  is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the L  for ever. 
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The Gospel Hymn: You Are My Shepherd 
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THE GOSPEL                                     The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 

      

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 9:1-41 

 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ñRabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?ò Jesus answered, ñNeither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that Godôs works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.ò When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the manôs eyes, saying to him, ñGo, wash in the pool of Siloamò (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beg-
gar began to ask, ñIs this not the man who used to sit and beg?ò Some were saying, ñIt is he.ò Others were 
saying, ñNo, but it is someone like him.ò He kept saying, ñI am the man.ò But they kept asking him, 
ñThen how were your eyes opened?ò He answered, ñThe man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, óGo to Siloam and wash.ô Then I went and washed and received my sight.ò They 
said to him, ñWhere is he?ò He said, ñI do not know.ò 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Je-
sus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, ñHe put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.ò Some of the Pharisees 
said, ñThis man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.ò But others said, ñHow can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?ò And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ñWhat 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.ò He said, ñHe is a prophet.ò 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight and asked them, ñIs this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?ò His parents answered, ñWe know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.ò His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the syna-
gogue. Therefore his parents said, ñHe is of age; ask him.ò 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ñGive glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner.ò He answered, ñI do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.ò They said to him, ñWhat did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?ò He answered them, ñI have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?ò Then they reviled him, saying, ñYou are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from.ò The man answered, ñHere is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.ò 
They answered him, ñYou were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?ò And they drove him 
out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ñDo you believe in the Son of 
Man?ò He answered, ñAnd who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.ò Jesus said to him, ñYou 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.ò He said, ñLord, I believe.ò And he worshiped him. 
Jesus said, ñI came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.ò Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ñSurely we are not 
blind, are we?ò Jesus said to them, ñIf you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, óWe 
see,ô your sin remains.ò 
 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
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The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Affirmation of our Faith 

At the early service: 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day, he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, And his kingdom will have no 
end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Proph-
ets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

At the Later Service: 

Below is the Apostlesô Creed, an ancient baptismal creed, but using the words, ñI give my heart,ò a truer 

translation of the Latin word, ñcredoò, than ñI believeò. 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, Godôs only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried, And descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, the  ho-

ly catholic and apostolic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The People stand or sit. 

 

During this Lenten season of self-examination, repentance, fasting, prayer, self-denial, and almsgiving, we  
offer our prayers to God, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray for the Christian church of God throughout the world, that all its members may turn to the Lord and 
keep a holy Lent. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray for all who are persecuted, shunned, neglected, or rejected because of racism, prejudice, fear or      
hatred; that they may find welcoming love in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray for the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare, especially for all the people in Ukraine and for 
refugees around the world, that their mourning may be turned into joy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray for the nations of the world, that those in authority will hear, see and feel the love of God in their 
lives, and may they work toward peace and reconciliation with all people. Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray for all who are in need of a safe place to live, for those who need food on the table, and for those who 
need protection and companionship. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We pray also for the sick, the suffering and the infirmed, especially those impacted by Covid-19. We pray   
also for the disabled, those who are institutionalized, those who are grieving and those who are dying. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our own needs and those of others, that God may be our hope and consolation. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Bring healing and comfort for the suffering, O God, especially... 

 
Ena, Liz, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, Donna, Katherine, Karen, Jasmine, Allen, Tom, Sandy, Darrell, 

Frankie, Sue, Lianne, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Connie, Charlotte, Adele, Joan, James, Elizabeth,   Teresa, 

Carole, Anne, Janet, Gary, Sandy, Jeanne, Elizabeth, Richard, Matthew, Joyce, Donna, Pamela, Rob, Bill, 

Robbie, Mimi, Brianna, Mary Jo, Scott, Dennis, Rosemary, Mary, Linda, Dottie, Tom, Wayne, Mike, Brenda, 

Michael, Thomas, Drake, Nico, Kent & Janet, Pat, Tom, Sharon Stankovichôs Family, Bud. 

 
Leader: Are there others?  

 

Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 

Lord, have mercy. 
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LENTEN CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor: 

We bring the burden of our sins to you, O Christ, who bears the heavy load for us. 

All: We place upon you our excuses, our shortcomings, our anger 

and our disordered affections, knowing that you can forgive them and restore us to life. 

We confess that we have gone astray. 

All: We confess that we have not loved you fully 

And have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

We confess that we have not fully loved even our very selves. 

We are sorry; please forgive us. 

Help us to turn back to you. 

All: Restore what has been broken, Transform what has been twisted, 

Find what has been lost. 

Make us again your living, loving image in this world. AMEN. 

 

The priest announces Godôs forgiveness. 

Hear the Good News: Christ Jesus came into the world to reconcile us with God and each other. God is just, 

and may be trusted to cleanse us from every kind of wrongdoing. 

By Godôs love I declare to you that your sins are forgiven you, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. If you would have the life God intends for you, go and forgive others as well. 

All: AMEN.  

THE PEACE   
NOTE: We are sharing the peace in COVID safe ways, so we ask that you do something other than hug or 
shake hands. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECT  

God our creator, you are constantly and unconditionally loving us even when we stray from you. Hear our 

prayers and guide us into the way of your peace. AMEN. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK  

The Blessing in a Backpack is at M.L. King Academy at 400 Clinton River beginning at 3:10PM. Packing is 

every Wednesday through the end of May 2023 except for the following school breaksðNovember 23,       

December 21 and 28, February 22 and April 4. 

 

Thank you to our volunteers and donors! 

OFFERING/ DONATION 

We would like to remind you that there are several ways to make your offerings and donations: 

1. Check or cash on Sunday  

2. Check in the mail sent to Grace (115 South Main St. Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

3. ACH payment from bank account 

4. Give online at our Grace website: gracechurchmtclemens.org   

  The link can be found on the right hand side of the home page. 

Please contact the office at (586) 465-4573 if you have any questions about the methods above! 

FUNDRAISING TEAM 
Grace is forming a fundraising team and if you would like to be part of this new endeavor, please contact the 
coordinator, Lori Simon. 

LENTEN PROGRAM 
Please join us on Tuesdayôs during Lent from 6:30 - 8:30 in the parish hall to watch the CHOSEN. If you have 
any questions, please contact Pastor Steve. 

OUTREACH ROOM #1 DONATIONS 

We are in need of food for the outside pantry box: 

Bags of Tuna  Cereal bars  Box of Slim Jimôs  Mixed fruit bowls 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE 

 

The Offering Song: There is a Balm in Gilead 

Doxology: Bless the Lord, My Soul 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy 
for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and             
Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.     
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

SANCTUS:    

 

8:30 Service 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
  highest. 

 

 

10:30 Service 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


