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Remembering the 1967 Detroit Riots 

 

Saturday, July 23rd will be the 55th anniversary of the Detroit riots that 
went on for 5 days and left 43 people dead and 1,100 injured. In addi-
tion, approximately 1,700 stores were looted, 1,400 buildings burned and 
more than 7,200 people were arrested. The Detroit riots in late July of 
1967 were among the bloodiest and costliest civil disturbances in U.S. 

history. 

 

I was still a child when these events were occurring, but I remember my parents and 
relatives talking about it. When I asked more about what was happening, I was simply 
told that those bad colored people in the city were doing bad things but that we were 
safe in our home. I didn’t understand why those green, orange, purple and blue people 
would do such things, but I felt safe in my house with my parents. 

 

The news media covered the riots and those images and words left lasting impressions 
in our minds. Does that information from 55 years ago still inform how you think about 
and understand that civil unrest today? Or have you continued to read, talk, listen and 
reflect more on those situations to gain new perspectives?  

 

I know that my coursework in college, graduate school, and seminary as well as my per-
sonal reading and conversations with others have influenced and changed my under-
standing of those riots and have opened my eyes to the continued racial unrest, violence, 
and killings of unarmed African American people by white men that has continued in 
our country and still plagues us today. How do you understand these situations today 
and do you see any connection between them and the Detroit riots 55 years ago? 

 

After the 1967 violence had ended Detroit Mayor Jerome Cavanagh and Michigan Gov-
ernor George Romney stated in separate interviews that the factors underlying the riot 
went much deeper than just some bystanders being angry with police who raided an un-
licensed drinking establishment and arrested all the patrons. Both civic leaders stated 
that racism was a factor and that the race revolution would continue if steps were not 
taken to change these issues and include more people into our society while eliminating the welfare state. United States Rep-
resentative, John Conyers, Jr. a Michigan Democrat at the time, said that when you take 250 years of slavery and add ongo-
ing segregation, inequality, and oppression that resentment will surely build and come out in violent ways. 

 

Something else to ponder is the single word that we use to describe this event. We say “riot” which according to Webster’s 
Dictionary means a violent disturbance of the peace by a crowd. Riot describes the violence but sells short the built-up anger 
and long-simmering resentment over police brutality, racial discrimination, and social injustice that blacks had endured for 
years. 

 

There has been ongoing discussion by politicians, scholars, news organizations, religious leaders and others during the past 
decades calling to replace the word “riot” with “rebellion” which means opposition to one in authority or dominance, or 
open, armed defiance or resistance to an established government. By changing this one little word, it is argued that we would 
shift our individual and corporate understanding of this entire situation that shocked Detroit and several other cities. 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 

9:30am in the Guild Room 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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So why is all this important? As Christians, we are called to help tear down obstacles that divide us as humans and to build 
up the body of Christ throughout the world. By changing the way, we think and talk about people and events we will at 
least acknowledge that different perspectives exist which will hopefully open avenues for honest conversation to occur. It is 
in these discussions that new understanding and relationships are built.  

 

We at Grace have already begun the process of creating space to talk about these difficult issues. We have engaged in read-
ing various books and articles about racial inequality and we have partnered with the Interfaith Center for Racial Justice for 
consultation and various events, the most recent being the Juneteenth celebration. We continue to look for opportunities to 
educate ourselves and put our faith into action in our broader community. It takes time, energy, education, and desire to 
love our neighbors as ourselves, yet this is the commandment from Jesus that we follow.  

This is a faith journey that we are all on.  

 

So, I would like to invite all of us to do some investigation into the rebellion that occurred fifty-five years ago in the Motor 
City. One easy way to do that is to watch the movie DETROIT that came out in theaters a few years ago or to check out 
various books on the topic.  You may also want to look deeper into the various news stories about recent killings of un-
armed African Americans or go to the Martin King Jr. online library to listen to recordings of his speeches or read some of 
his works that address these ongoing problems that are fueled by racism. You may not like what you discover, but at the 
same time, I hope it opens a window for us to see and hear things from a different point of view and motivates us to deepen 
our walk with God to address these issues in whatever way we are able.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Steve 

Starting September 1st through September 30th you, your family, and friends can have 
a chance at winning $250.00 every weekday and Saturday evening for only $20 a 
ticket!!  You heard that right! 

The concept is pretty simple. For $20.00, you will receive a ticket with a three-digit 
number on it. If the number on your ticket matches Michigan’s Daily 3 evening drawing, 
on Monday – Saturday throughout September, you will win $250. Payouts will be mailed 

via check every Monday!  Our goal, while lofty, is to sell all 1,000 ticket number combinations, and 
with your help, we can achieve that goal!   
In the event the Daily 3 number for a particular evening wasn’t sold, we will randomly pull one stub 
that night from the sold tickets. That person wins the $250.00 prize.  Your numbers are good for the en-
tire month of drawings!  You win, Hearts for Homes wins, but most importantly, homeless and at-
risk families WIN……EVERY ONE WINS! With your help, we can help more homeless children get 
into their own home this Fall and help keep at-risk families in their homes! 

We would be so grateful if you would purchase multiple tickets and share this invite with your family 
and friends. Following is the link that will take you to the H4H website. For purchasing tickets go to 
www.Hearts4Homes.org then click on the donate button. This will take you to PayPal, where you can 
pay with your PayPal account or with a credit card. Please include how many tickets you want to pur-
chase and your name, address and email in the message space. You can also send a ticket request and 
check made payable to Hearts for Homes and mail to: 155 S. Main St. Unit 448, Mt. Clemens, MI, 
48046. Please include the same information as mentioned above. We will send your tickets immediately 
upon receiving your request. Please note that we must receive your payment no later than August 26, 
2022. If 360 tickets are not sold by August 26, 2022 we will return your money and the fundraiser will 
not be held! Please be sure to include your email address so we can contact you! 

 Please feel free to email me, Christa Carpenter, at itzchrista01@yahoo.com with any questions. As al-
ways, we thank you for your continued and unwavering support and good luck!! 

http://www.hearts4homes.org/
mailto:itzchrista01@yahoo.com
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From the Music Ministry 
 
Grace Church has a proud history of welcoming musical guests to its sanctuary. On July 10, we will 
welcome Sherry K, founder of The Ripple Effect Choir, to our sanctuary and pulpit.  

 

Here’s a little bit about Sherry, from her website: 

 

“In 2014, Sherry Klinedinst gained a vision.  She had become very disheartened after watching countless news interviews 
with "representatives" of the Christian community who denounced various groups of citizens.  As a Christian, she didn't 
feel very "represented".  So she considered just how cool it would be to form a group of singers who actually embraced 
our differences and celebrated our diversity.  At that point, it only seemed natural to gather Sherry's talented friends and 
family and embark on the journey that would become 

 

The Ripple Effect: A Vocal Visionary Project.” 

 

The Ripple Effect Choir created a concert experience called, “If You Knew Me, You’d Love Me,” where speakers and 
singers from diverse and underrepresented backgrounds came together to share their unique stories. Speakers represented 
groups such as: 

different religious and political affiliations 

people with a wide range of disabilities  

introverts 

teenagers 

all people LGBTQ+ 

atheists 

persons living with HIV 

bereaving parents 

interracial families 

immigrants 

teachers 

caregivers of people living with Alzheimer's disease 

"Dreamers" 

victims of sexual assault and harassment 

previously incarcerated individuals 

and much more. 

I invited Sherry to share her vision with us because Grace Church still strives to be a place where ALL are welcome, and 
we’ve needed fresh inspiration and motivation to be that welcoming place. The pandemic drained our community of a lot 
of energy toward this effort, and I’m determined for us to get it back. 

 

Also, Sherry K’s projects are centered around social justice, which I have said in last month’s newsletter is inseparable 
from musical work. I’m interested in learning about how other music ministers take on the responsibility of social justice 
in their churches.  

I hope you will enjoy welcoming Sherry K to Grace, and listening to her story of God’s love in words and song. She is a 
living testament to God’s universal and unconditional love, something we all can be, if we awaken to it. Join us at 10:30 
on July 10 and find out. 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  
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 Pam Sherry Jim Smith Ann Farrell 

 Kris Eckert Brooke Lau Karen Davenport 

 Cheryle Kahl Lori Simon Scott Satterly 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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July  Birthdays 

 
 
 

Thomas Burns  7/01 

Sheri Borsa  7/06 

Fred Seewald   7/12 

Don Siefkes  7/14 

Amelia Lau  7/18 

Rosemary Berger 7/20 

Rosemary Lake  7/23 

Pastor Steve  7/26 

Bill Atkinson  7/27 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, Ham-

burger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes,    
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace  
 

Bible Study will take place in the 
Guild Room 

Book Club: 

The book club started up again on April 21 after a 

two year pandemic break.  We missed those who 

couldn’t make the first meeting, but look forward to 

seeing you at our next meeting which will be June 

30th at 6pm in the parish hall.  The book we will dis-

cuss then is “The Silent Patient” by Alex Michael-

ides. 

Ann Strevel 

Church Updates: 

We are no longer using Instant Church Directory 

and have fully switched over to Realm. You are able 
to download the Realm Connect app so that you are 
able to have access on your phone. On Realm you 

have the ability to change your privacy settings so 
that your profile is  visible to all parishioners; to do 
this you go to your  profile and edit your address and 

phone number to  visible.  

Grace could use your help with keeping up the gar-
dens! Please come anytime you are available to help 

out with the weeding and upkeep of the church! 


