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ST. FRANCIS: A GOOD STEWARD 

 

 

As some of you know, I was part of a Roman Catholic religious 

order for a few years right after college. This group, the Francis-

cans, was founded by Francis of Assisi and our Church recognizes 

October 4th as his feast day.  

 

Many people know about Francis and his love of nature, creation and especial-

ly animals. It is common for our churches to practice a yearly ritual of bless-

ing animals in honor of St. Francis on the Sunday closest to his observed feast.  

 

But Francis did more than just identify with the goodness of animals and na-

ture. He believed fervently in being a humble servant of God. But he didn’t 

start out with this attitude. As a young adult Francis used his family’s wealth 

to party and outfit himself with armor and the weapons of war to serve as a 

knight in the petty fiefdom battles of his day. On one such military excursion, 

he fell ill and had an encounter with God. He left the campaign and went back 

to his family home.  

 

Through prayer, discussions and much searching he experienced a conversion. 

In a public meeting with his family and the bishop, Francis renounced his in-

heritance and gave all of his possessions, including the clothes he was wearing 

back to his father. He went off naked and assumed the clothing of a beggar. 

 

In addition to his clothes, Francis threw off his self-centeredness and started 

seeing the entire natural world around him as a blessing from God. He began 

singing songs in praise of God’s goodness as he realized his inter-

connectedness with everything and everyone in God’s creation. He began re-

ferring to every aspect of God’s creation as brother or sister.  

 

He heard the command of Jesus saying, “Go and rebuild my church”. Francis took this literally and began repair-

ing an old run down church, but as he continued to listen, Francis began to understand his role as servant. He be-

gan ministering to the poor, the outcast and the lepers. 

 

Francis lived the rest of his life with this changed attitude. He understood that his behavior impacted nature, ani-

mals and people so he set out to live in harmony with every created thing on the planet. Francis went out to be in 

communion or right relationship with God and the world.  

 

In his mind, Francis was just doing his job, nothing more and nothing less. Francis did not seek out praise, thanks 

or riches, rather he gave all the glory to God. 

 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Livestreaming 
on our Facebook page 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 

9:30am in the Guild Room 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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Being a Christian is Like Being a Pumpkin! 

 

Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes all 

the dirt off you. He opens you up, touches you deep inside and scoops out all the yucky 

stuff — including the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, and envy. Then he carves you a new 

smiling face and puts his light inside you to shine for all the world to see. 

Author Unknown 

 

From the Outreach Ministry 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to all of you that has been donating to our Outreach Room #1. With your help we are able 
to assist our brothers and sisters in need. 
 

On Sunday, October 16, 2022, we are collecting donations for 
new unisex hoodies sizes L and XL, blankets (single throws) and 
of course… any monetary donations are ALWAYS accepted.  
 

Thank you again and again for your support to this ministry! YOU 
ROCK! 

Francis saw himself as a caretaker for the natural world that God had given him and the rest of humanity. Francis 

treated all of creation: the sun, moon, stars, plants, animals and humans with love and respect. He was a faithful 

steward of all the things that God had given him. 

 

We, like Francis, are also called to be good stewards of the many gifts that God has given us. We already have 

everything we need for abundant life; all we need to do is be grateful and to use our time, talent and treasure to 

help build up God’s kingdom here on earth.  

 

I invite all of us to be thinking and praying about how we may share our resources of time, talent and treasure 

here at Grace and in the wider community of Mt. Clemens as we enter into our stewardship season. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Steve 

 

Fall Clean Up: 
 
Your are invited to roll up your sleeves and help us to clean our grounds on  
Saturday, October 29th, 2022 starting at 9 am. 
 

Bring your gloves and friends. The more, the merrier !!! 
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From the Music Ministry 
 
On Saturday, October 8, Grace Church will be hosting its first ever booth at a local LGBT 
pride event in downtown Mt. Clemens. It’s the Fall Into Pride street fair, the second day in 
a weekend-long event to support LGBT justice and inclusion in our community. All are invited to come out and 
engage with other organizations and businesses that have the same stake in community that we have, and to 
learn about our community’s current needs and how we can best meet them as a church. 

This is a great opportunity for us to open up to the city of Mt. Clemens and not only share our history but to 
make some new history - meet new people, invite new guests, brainstorm new ideas for our ministries. But most 
of all, to stand for the future of the community, which is constantly changing. Adults and youth are increasingly 
identifying themselves as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, genderqueer, nonbinary, asexual, pansexual….and 
those that do not acknowledge or support the LGBT community are getting increasingly hostile, radical, and 
even militant in their stance toward them. In our politically divided world, what will be our church’s stand? 

Grace has been proud to include LGBT members who do a tremendous amount of ministry for us. They partici-
pate in our feeding ministries, serve at the altar, and sing in our choir. Hungry people often meet and interact 
with THEM before they meet our pastor. They have a special connection with the “least of these” that Christ 
asks us to serve, because they themselves are also targets of religious and political hostility. Christ himself, as 
we know, was a major target of religious and political hostility in his time because in addition to all the miracles 
and wonders that he performed, he also acted as a change agent to get religious and political leaders of his time 
to wake up to radical teachings like “love your enemies.”  

To be very clear, this project is not a “mission;” it is not intended to convert people, “save” people, or call out 
“sinners.” This is an effort for us to go out into the community we serve and find out how we can do better as a 
church. We have to be willing to be in conversation with people and listen to feedback, both positive and nega-
tive. We want to continue being a spiritual home and a community resource for people who need it. We can’t do 
that just from the pews. It takes us being visible and engaged in a city that is constantly changing and evolving. 

I hope that you will join us on October 8 in downtown Mt. Clemens to celebrate Pride with us. It isn’t the first 
time that Grace people have taken a stand for social justice, and it won’t be the last.  
 

Amy 

Book Club: 

The book club will meet Thursday, October 27, at 6pm in the parish hall.  The book we will discuss is “ The 
Invisible Child” by Andrea  Elliott.  If you plan to attend ( and we hope you do!!!), please start reading the book 

NOW.  It is not a comfortable, gentle book.  It is an amazing book that awakens you to the suffering of the 
homeless through the eyes of a young girl.  It is nonfiction with a current timeline. We hope you will be there to 
join in a deep discussion of this book.      

Sunday Supper:  

Sunday Supper Grace’s Sunday Supper will start on Sunday, November 6th and run through March 26th , from 4:00 

to 5:30 pm. We have a rotation of volunteers from churches and groups who cook and serve each Sunday. This year we 

have a few open slots for anyone who would like to volunteer. The open dates are January 29th, March 5th and March 

19th. The hosts, Kris Eckert, Charlie Arnold, Dave Farrell and myself will setup, clean-up and help with cooking or serv-

ing as needed. If you are interested, please let me know. Call the office or email me at farrella16@gmail.com. Thank you 

for your support of Grace’s ministries.  

 

Ann Farrell  



 
Grace Episcopal Church Staff  

 

Rector: 

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
Cell: 203-641-2068  

Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  
 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

 
2022 Vestry  

 
 Pam Sherry Jim Smith Ann Farrell 

 Kris Eckert Brooke Lau Karen Davenport 

 Cheryle Kahl Lori Simon Scott Satterly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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September  Birthdays 

 
 

Thomas Stotz      10/02 

Cheryle Kahl                      10/03 

Kris Eckert !!                      10/10 

Veronica Dunbar      10/11 

Janet Strevel                      10/16 

Mimi Lambert                     10/17 

Fran Merlo       10/19 

Sue Schlanbusch      10/23 

 
“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack 
   

If your wallet has any dollar bills with  
B on them, please pass them along to help 
us fill backpacks with weekend food for 

hungry Mt. Clemens students.   

 
Recommended Donations 

 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and 
Fruits, Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut But-
ter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, 
SpaghettiOs, Hamburger Helper, Instant 
Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, 
Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 
Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace  

 
 
 

Bible Study will take place in the 
Guild Room 

 

Church Updates: 

We are no longer using Instant Church Directory 
and have fully switched over to Realm. You are 
able to download the Realm Connect app so that 
you are able to have access on your phone. On 

Realm you have the ability to change your privacy 
settings so that your profile is  visible to all parish-
ioners; to do this you go to your  profile and edit 

your address and phone number to visible.  

 

Grace could use your help with keeping up the gar-
dens! Please come anytime you are available to help 

out with the weeding and upkeep of the church! 


