September 2021

DISCERNMENT TIME

Worship Opportunities

You may or may not be aware that we are coming up on the end of our
Priest-in-Charge contract on November 1st and we are beginning the process
of discernment as to what comes next for our congregation and our priest.

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA
ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND
FOLLOW THE LINKS
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY
PHONE VIA ZOOM
8:30 Service: Call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300
Password: 246040
10:30 Service: Livestreaming
on our Facebook page
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
7:00 pm on Zoom
Visit our website and follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
Worship resources are available on
our website anytime.

The Priest-in-Charge (PIC) model is often confusing to people. We typically
think that once a priest is here that everything is settled and permanent. This
is true for a rector who has been called by the church but when the bishop
appoints a clergy for a period of three years it is done to assist the congregation in preparing for
a permanent call. The PIC is like an extended interim between one priest and the next. During
this time, all of the usual sacramental ministry occurs and the parish functions as usual but there
is also an emphasis on addressing whatever issues that need to be resolved before a permanent
priest may be called.
I believe we have done a very good job in our work together so far, despite the pandemic
and we are now ready to undertake the task of identifying our parish strengths, goals, vision,
ministry and direction. The Rev. Canon Ellen Ekevag, our diocesan canon for Transition Ministry
and Congregational Development, met with our vestry on August 12th to discuss the options for
our Mutual Ministry Review and we created a subcommittee of the vestry to meet with Ellen on
August 25th. They will report back to vestry at our next meeting on September 9 th and then
there will be a follow up meeting with the vestry and Ellen sometime in September.

Part of this review entails answering some questions and identifying goals and action steps. Our
vestry will be working with the data that we collected from our one to one conversations last
September. Some of the questions we will be asking include the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Do we know where we are going?
What is our mission and vision?
Who are we sent to serve?
How do we share God’s love?
How do we invite others into our mission and ministry?
What are we doing ourselves and what do we want a priest to help us with?
Is Pastor Steve the right person to help us meet our goals and mission?
Does Pastor Steve believe he is the right person to help us in this journey?
Are we financially able to sustain a full-time priest for the next 5 years?
What other changes do we need to make to strengthen our congregation?

Once our vestry has answered these and other questions and we have met with Ellen, we will put together a report and share it with the
entire congregation. This information will be used to determine whether or not Pastor Steve is the right person for the position, so the
vestry may or may not call him and he has the option to accept or decline. The other possibility is that a call is not offered at this time
but rather an extension of the priest in charge time has been agreed upon, whereby Pastor Steve would stay for up to another two
years. At that point a decision would have to be made.
This may sound like a daunting process, but it is actually very helpful and simple to move through. We have plenty of time to accomplish
all this so do not be concerned about the November 1st date because it is flexible and may be extended.
During this time, we ask for your prayers and support as well as your participation. The vestry will be taking on the majority of this
work, but they may ask for assistance from others, so please consider accepting the invitation if it is given. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact Pastor Steve or our senior warden, Pam Sherry.
Thank you for all you do to make Grace a wonderful place to be! We are very happy that you have found your faith home here!

Blessings,
Pastor Steve
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Through the “Grace” of God….
On August 15, 2021, the 150th Anniversary Committee had the “Future” service and it
seemed our “forefathers” spirits had other plans that day. The technology issues for
Facebook left many viewers without sound. So sorry, by the time you read this, I hope
that all the kinks for livestreaming have been covered and we have no more issues.
Otherwise, the service went off without any major problems. I hope those that were in
attendance enjoyed the service.
Also, at this service, the Technology Ministry was commissioned as a new ministry at Grace. If you would like
to join this ministry and help with monitoring the online media or with filming. Please contact Pastor Steve at
586-465-4573 or Kris Eckert at 586-213-5712.
On September 19, 2021, we will be honoring those that run our Outreach programs. Blessing In A Backpack,
Wednesday Night Community Supper, MCERST, Prison, Sunday Supper, Parish Nurse, Warming Center
Ministries. Along with recognizing those that give them support. And help with running the ministries. We
invite you to join us at the 10:30 AM service. As, we acknowledge them for the work they have done for the
community at large.
Of course, our other church ministries are in need of volunteers too. Please call the office at
586-465-4573 for more information.
We are selling tickets for the Banquet on October 24, 2021, at 1PM.
Cost is $35.00 per person. Forms are available on the bulletin board in the
hallway to the sanctuary.
Any questions feel free to contact the 150th Anniversary Committee
Ann Strevel at 586-463-6848 or myself, Tish Germain 586-337-0108

From the Treasurer Mouse
I will be away for a while, but rest assured, my mouse church friends have been given extra cheese
to see them through. They will cover important issues dealing with the treasurer chest.
And know I’m only a phone call away. And I’ll see you all in church on September 19th.
Have a safe and relaxing Labor Day weekend. And enjoy the last days of
summer…..
God’s blessings
Tish Germain
Treasurer/Bookkeeper
586-337-0108

From the Altar Guild
This is just a big thank you to the Altar Guild members! You have been amazing during this difficult time of
pandemic. So many Sundays the church was shut down, everyone confused, angry, sad, uncertain. Then, when it
opened again, there were some changes to deal with. Well, you all took it in stride and dealt with it.
We now are planning two memorial masses in September, with the Bishop coming for Patti Fraley’s husband’s
memorial on September18. I am more than happy to help with set-up for either of these special days. Please call
me if you need me.
Ann Farrell, co-chair, has decided to take a break from some of her many jobs at church, but will still do her assigned
altar duties and provide us with an ongoing schedule. So look to me with any issues.
Ann Strevel
Altar Guild Co-Chairperson.
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From the Music Ministry
With summer winding down, we turn our attention toward the fall season, and that means the return of choir. Yes,
believe it - the choir is getting back together to support congregational singing (in masks, of course) and offer anthems
for Advent and Christmas. Our singers have been hungry and eager to sing again, and so we’re going to supply them with
singers’ masks to ensure safety as we continue to navigate our way through the pandemic.
Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 8 in the sanctuary. Most of our focus early on will be getting our voices back
in shape for October 24, when the bishop comes for our 150th anniversary celebration. The music
ministry has been asked to provide a special anthem for the occasion, and I’m looking seriously at a
song I wrote in early 2020 on the painting text of our own Mary Williams: “When I heard my Savior
call my name, I knew my life would never be the same.”
There’s room for more: soloists, instrumentalists and other artists who want to contribute.
Just talk to me. Or simply show up on the 8th of September and join in. We look forward to
working with you.
Amy Saari, Minister of Music

Grace Sunday Supper Update From Ann Farrell
On Sunday, August 22nd, Kris Eckert, Charlie Carroll, Dave and
I cooked and served lunch for 35 guests at First United
Methodist Church. We share this food ministry with them.
They serve meals from April through October and we serve
every 5th Sunday in the summer and every Sunday November
through March. Both churches are blessed to have several
volunteer groups from Grace Church, Kensington Church,
Complete Care Chiropractic and others who donate food and
time to feeding the hungry in our community. We truly
appreciate all the support that we receive every year to
continue this important ministry.

IT Ministry Update
We continue to try to improve
our on-line presence with Zoom
and Facebook Live. It seems we
have a few successful broadcasts
then we take two steps back and
have challenges with the audio.
We will continue to work to
make it better. If you would like
to offer your IT expertise, please
talk to Kris Eckert or Dave Farrell.
Thank you for your patience!
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September Birthdays
Pat Greenwood 9/7
John Schober 9/18
Mike Zubas 9/18
Marilee Racine 9/23
Judy Ciccoritti 9/24
Nelson Rumpel 9/24
Kevin Perry 9/25
Nicki Urban 9/27
Chris Murphy 9/28

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom
Visit our website and
follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack

If your wallet has any dollar bills with
B on them, please pass them along to
help us fill backpacks with weekend
food for hungry
Mt. Clemens students.

CHURCH GARDEN NEWS
During the month of
September we will be
thinning some of the plants
in the church garden. They
will be dug up and placed in
boxes then whomever is
interested may take them
and make a free will donation in an envelope on any
given Sunday. The funds should be marked for church
garden.
If you have questions or would like to help out with this
garden work, please contact Lori Simon.

Recommended Donations

Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits,
Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly,
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios,
Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans

Currently
COMMUNITY SUPPERS
Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only
GRACE FOOD PANTRY
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Curbside distribution.

Grace Episcopal Church Staff
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Cell: 203-641-2068
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari

Grace Episcopal Church
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com
Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm

2021 Vestry
Pam Sherry, Senior Warden
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,
Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert,
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,
Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz

