September 2022

LABOR DAY
For over 130 years our country has been celebrating this national
holiday on the first Monday of September. Labor Day is not a feast
day or holy day in our church and it is not on our liturgical calendar even though some other secular holidays are included. In my opinion,
however, this holiday is still an important one for the Episcopal Church so I
would like to take a few moments to share some thoughts on this matter.
To begin with, Labor Day was a creation of the labor movement in this country and is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American
workers. It is a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made
to the strength, prosperity, and wellbeing of the United States. The founders
were looking for two things: a means of unifying union workers and a reduction in work time.

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882,
in New York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. In
1884 the first Monday in September was selected as the holiday, as originally
proposed, and the Central Labor Union urged similar organizations in other
cities to follow the example of New York and celebrate a "workingmen's holiday" on that date.

Worship Opportunities
Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA
ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND
FOLLOW THE LINKS
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY
PHONE VIA ZOOM
8:30 Service: Call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300
Password: 246040
10:30 Service: Livestreaming
on our Facebook page
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY
9:30am in the Guild Room
Visit our website and follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
Worship resources are available on
our website anytime.

The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day has taken was outlined in the first proposal of the holiday to have a street parade to exhibit the
trade and labor organizations in the community, followed by a festival for the
recreation and amusement of the workers and their families.
As time progressed the holiday continued to change and there are many people who still have to work on this
day. Unlike most U.S. holidays, it is a strange celebration without rituals, except for shopping and barbecuing.
For most people it simply marks the last weekend of summer and the start of the school year.
So how does this national holiday fit in with Christianity? Throughout our bible the term labor or laborer is used
approximately 150 times. Jesus refers to sending out laborers into the fields saying that the harvest is plentiful
but the laborers are few. He also states that the laborer is worth his wages. Given the number of times that this
subject comes up, it is fair to say that the followers of Christ are laborers in the world. We are sent out to work
for the building up of the kingdom of God.
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Sometimes we are meant to prepare the soil, other times we are to scatter the seeds, water or harvest, but you can
be sure that we are not in charge of the whole process from beginning to end like any modern day farmer. We
only have a small portion of the work to do and it may not seem like much or it might feel overwhelming and
confusing. Only God has the whole picture on how all the work fits together and comes to a conclusion, we just
have to do our part.
The actual occupation that we hold or are retired from varies greatly, but God’s work may be done in any situation or context. The work of course is LOVE - loving God, loving our neighbor and loving ourselves. This may
sound simplistic, but it is hard work and we need each other and God to support us in this effort.
So if we are laborer’s in God’s business, we too deserve a day of rest and an opportunity to come together as the
people of God to celebrate our work, strength and dedication to making this world the place God intends it to be.
May you find rest, peace and hope this Labor Day!
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

From the Outreach Ministry
All the outreach coordinators are working hard together to create one outreach room. Stay tuned this fall as we
work together to help others.
Soon to come are the little libraries.
Painting is complete and hope these will be installed in September.
Looking forward to helping all.
Lori Simon

In order to equip the Outreach room we are asking for donations that will be collected every 3rd Sunday of the
month.
For this coming September 18, 2022, we are
asking for new white undershirts crew neck
sizes M, L, XL and deodorant and also, any
monetary donations are always accepted.
Thank you for your support to this ministry!
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From the Music Ministry
I want to start out by thanking and acknowledging our choir singers for participating in the
Detroit Interfaith Outreach Network picnic on Belle Isle this summer. We were very well received, and the experience was elevating for all of us.
Our next choir season begins on Wednesday, September 14 in the sanctuary at 6:00 pm. We will be preparing
music for our Advent and Christmas season. No prior experience is necessary; we welcome singers and instrumentalists at every level of ability to participate. Rehearsals will be every Wednesday evening and every Sunday morning that features a choir anthem for the service.
Feel free to ask me any questions about the music ministry; we are always changing and evolving, and it’s my
desire to keep us growing stronger. Your listening and singing with us helps us to do that. Thank you for your
support.
Amy

Book Club:
The book club met August 25 and discussed the book “Washington Black”. It was a lively discussion while we
dissected and then restored many of the characters and the multitude of themes contained in the book.
Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 27, at 6pm. We will discuss the book “the Invisible Child”, by Andrea Elliott. We hope you will read the book and come to the meeting ready to be part of a great conversation.
If you have any questions, please call Ann Strevel at 586 463-5488.

Blood Drive:
September 22 from 11:00 am to 5:00pm.
To register go online to https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
If you have any questions can contact Martha Houser at 586 453-5740 or e -mail mhouser97@yahoo.com
Please consider to donate to this important cause.

Invitation to an Interfaith Service:
Our Bishop Bonnie A. Perry, is inviting us to an Interfaith Service along with End Gun Violence Michigan, to
pray for the victims of gun violence in Michigan, and for State Legislature to legislate gun safety in Michigan. This event will take place on September 8 from7:00pm to 8:00pm via Zoom, please register by scanning
the QR code, or by using this link: shorturl.at/EHQU7
QR code for registration

Page 4

Amazing Grace— September 2022

September Birthdays
Grace Villamor

9/17

Marilee Racine

9/23

Nelson Rumpel

9/24

Judith Ciccoritti

9/24

Nicki Urban

9/27

Christopher Murphy

9/28

Sundays at 9:30 am at Grace

Bible Study will take place in the
Guild Room

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack

If your wallet has any dollar bills with
B on them, please pass them along to help
us fill backpacks with weekend food for
hungry Mt. Clemens students.

Currently
COMMUNITY SUPPERS
Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only
Sundays (Nov-March) at 4:30 pm, take out only
GRACE FOOD PANTRY
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Curbside distribution.

Grace could use your help with keeping up the gardens! Please come anytime you are available to help
out with the weeding and upkeep of the church!

Recommended Donations
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and
Fruits, Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken,
SpaghettiOs, Hamburger Helper, Instant
Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta,
Cereal, Applesauce in Cans

Grace Episcopal Church Staff
Rector:

Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Church Updates:
We are no longer using Instant Church Directory
and have fully switched over to Realm. You are
able to download the Realm Connect app so that
you are able to have access on your phone. On
Realm you have the ability to change your privacy
settings so that your profile is visible to all parishioners; to do this you go to your profile and edit
your address and phone number to visible.

Cell: 203-641-2068
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari
2022 Vestry
Pam Sherry

Jim Smith

Ann Farrell

Kris Eckert

Brooke Lau

Karen Davenport

Cheryle Kahl

Lori Simon

Scott Satterly

