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Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 
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Christmas Day Service 

December 25, 2022 

 

All are welcome to this service of communion;   

All are wanted at the table of the lord. 

TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE OR BY PHONE 
 

To join the 8:30 service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the links. 
  

To join the 8:30 service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
8:30 am Service:     Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300     Password: 246040 

  
Follow the link on our website to watch the 10:30 livestream on our Facebook page. 



2 

Opening Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful  

1) O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the king of angels. 

 

(Refrain) 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

2) God from God, light from light eternal, 

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Only begotten Son of the Father. 

 

3) Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, glory in the highest. 

 

4) Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

CHRISTMAS CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER 

As we welcome the newborn Christ Child into our midst and light these Christmas candles, we know that 

God’s love shines in our world and in our hearts. We are children of light and we may spread God’s light to 

everyone we meet. Thank you God for being our light in the darkness. Help us walk in your light all of our 

days. AMEN. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who 
joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Gloria: Gloria, Gloria 

THE FIRST READING  
 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE 
 
 

Psalm 98 

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
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THE SECOND READING 
 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 

 

[For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
"You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 
"I will be his Father, 

and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 
"He makes his angels winds, 

and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says, 
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 
and your years will never end."] 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Hymn:  Infant Holy, Infant Lonely  
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THE GOSPEL                                                       The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 

      

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 1:1-14 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into be-
ing. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's on-
ly son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  

The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
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The Affirmation of our Faith 
 

At the early service: 
 
The Nicene Creed  
 
We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: By 
the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day, he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The People stand or sit. 

 
All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of Jesus; all the earth has been enlightened in his 
dawning. Trusting in this light and grace, let us pray for all people in need and for all the world, saying: 

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For all people of every race, nation and disposition: May your love so embrace us all that its power overcomes 
our conflicts, our defenses and our fears. Quicken us to our true nature as your children that we may love one 
another. 

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For our bishop and for all bishops; that they may rejoice in your mercy and faithfully teach the greatness of 
your coming among us.  

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare and for refugees around the world that their mourning may 
be turned into joy.  

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For those who live in fear and confusion, give to the vulnerable strength, that our human compassion for one 
another may end injustice and give our societies a human face. 

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For our faith community here at Grace and our Mt. Clemens community: We pray also for those who suffer 
most; for the emotionally and physically ill, for people who are grieving and for those who are dying: May we 
all give comfort and support.  

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

 

For the larger community around us; counties, our state and our nation, may we care for the children, those 
who are homeless and imprisoned: May we create a world where shelter, food and medical care are available 
for all and where the law protects all people. 

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 

For all those who have asked for our prayers: 

 

Ena, Liz, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, Donna, Katherine, Karen, Jasmine, Allen, Tom, Sandy, Darrell, 
Frankie, Sue, Lianne, Lori, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Connie, Charlotte, Adele, Joan, James, Elizabeth, Te-
resa, Carole, Anne, Janet, Gary, Sandy, Jeanne, Elizabeth, Richard, Matthew, Joyce, Donna, Pamela, Rob, 
Bill, Robbie, Julie, Mimi, Brianna, Mary Jo, Scott, Dennis, Sue, Rosemary, Rob, Mary, Linda, Dottie, Mat-
thew, Tom, Wayne, Mike. 

 

Are there others? 

 

Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 

Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
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THE PEACE   
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

Rejoicing in the company of Mary, mother of Jesus, and of all the witnesses of the incarnation, we commend 
these prayers and all our life to you O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessings in a Backpack  

The Blessing in a Backpack is at M.L. King Academy at 400 Clinton River beginning at 3:10PM. Packing is 

every Wednesday through the end of May 2023 except for the following school breaks—November 23, De-

cember 21 and 28, February 22 and April 4. 

 

Thank you to our volunteers and donors! 

Offering/ Donation 

We would like to remind you that there are several ways to make your offerings and donations: 

1. Check or cash on Sunday  

2. Check in the mail sent to Grace (115 South Main St. Mount Clemens, MI 48043 

3. ACH payment from bank account 

4. Give online at our Grace website: gracechurchmtclemens.org   

  The link can be found on the right hand side of the home page. 

Please contact the office at (586) 465-4573 if you have any questions about the methods above! 

Lessons and Carols 

10:00am service on January 1st 

Grace Church Annual Meeting Mini Auction (January 29th) 

Everyone has a talent to offer. 

Bring your mini display for the auction table to the annual meeting. 

All proceeds will go to the general operating fund for Grace Church. 

 

Sign up in the church hallway. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE 

The Offering Song: Once in Royal David’s City 

Doxology: What Child is This  

This, this is Christ, the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The babe, the Son of Mary 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them up to God. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, we gather around this table like those who thronged your Son’s manger, long-
ing for you to bring women and men, kings and queens, working people, homeless people, gay, lesbian, queer 
and straight people, black, white and brown people, to the place where our humanity and your divinity meet. 

 

People: We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

Celebrant: You had too much love to keep it to yourself; and though we took up arms against you and one 
another, you disarmed us in coming into our midst as a defenseless baby. As his arms were tied in swaddling 
clothes, so later his hands were nailed to the cross; yet you made his birth the foretaste of our redemption and 
his death the gateway to resurrected life. 

 

People: We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

Celebrant: You give us such joy and peace in your company that our hearts join the angels in the Christ-
mas sky over Bethlehem, singing the hymn of your eternal praise.  

SANCTUS:    
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Celebrant continues. The people may extend their hands toward the bread and the wine to bless them. 

 

God of new birth, as you laid your Son in Mary’s arms, you place these gifts of bread and wine in our hands. 
Sanctify your church to be as fragile and tender and true as the infant Savior.  

 

We ask you, Lord God, to send your Spirit upon these gifts: Let this bread and wine become for us the Body 
and Blood of Christ.  And send your Spirit upon us, also, that our lives may reflect your light in the darkness, 
and show the world whose people we are. 

And so many years later, on the night before He died for us, Jesus was at supper with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them and said:  
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

  

People: We are your people, and the work of your hand. 

 

Celebrant:  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, from the ends of the  

earth to the heights of heaven, we praise you with the joy of the redeemed.  

 

People: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus, come.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

Our Father in heaven, holy is your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in      

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. AMEN. 
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BREAKING OF BREAD 

FRACTIO:  Deep and Lasting Peace 

Celebrant: Alleluia! We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. Alleluia.  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God, for all of us, the holy people of God.  
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Music for Communion: Away in a Manger 

Post-Communion Prayer:    said by all, standing or kneeling 

 

Everyone 

We praise and thank you, God our Creator, for you have not left us alone. Each year you come to us as 
Emmanuel, God with us, in a manger; Each time you come to us, in the broken bread and cup we share. 
Give us courage to see your Christ in all who suffer; and to offer our hands to the helpless, food to the 
hungry, and rescue for the oppressed.  In his holy Name we pray.  Amen. 

BLESSING  

Celebrant 

May the newborn Jesus fill your hearts and minds with light, love and peace and may the blessing of our God, 

Creator, Emmanuel and Sanctifier be with you this day and forever. AMEN. 

1) Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2) The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

3) Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
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Closing Hymn: Joy to the World  

DISMISSAL 

Celebrant: My sisters and brothers, our Christmas worship has ended, let our rejoicing continue, go in peace 

      to love and praise our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Everyone: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
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The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are strug-
gling; Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael B. Curry, our Presiding Bishop; Our Bishop, Bon-
nie Anne Perry; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop, Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE Michigan Synod, Craig A. Satterlee, ELCA 
Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod. Our retired bishops, Wendell Gibbs & Stewart Wood; our retired com-
munity, spouses and companions. Our diocesan household: Committees, commissions, ministries, agencies, 
clergy, lay leaders, volunteers and staff persons. Romeo St. Paul’s; Santo Domingo, DR St. Margaret’s.  
 
 
For Ena Pederson, Liz Moorehouse, Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Donna 
Hanes, Katherine Domienik, Karen Blackburn, Jasmine Gardner, Allen David Clay, Tom & Sandy Krell, 
Darrell Banks, Frankie Dion, Sue Schlanbusch, Lianne Neumann, Lori Dodge, Eric & Leslie Mix, Elliott, 
Neville Thompson, Connie Harvey, Charlotte Kalligeros, Adele Akasheh, Joan Walsh, James Sikes, Eliza-
beth Gage, Teresa Davidson, Carole Schwertman, Anne Bean, Janet Strevel, Gary & Sandy Brown, Jeanne 
Nowak, Elizabeth Eckert, Richard Moore, Matthew Hurley, Joyce Bain, Donna Powell, Pamela Sherry, Rob 
Haynes, Bill Sobkowicz, Robbie Fitzgibbon, Julie Saph, Mimi Lambert, Brianna Connor, Mary Jo Mundell, 
Scott Kadets, Dennis Fetter, Sue Treend, Rosemary  Berger, Rob Long, Mary Williams, Linda Fields, Dottie 
Nowak, Matthew Bishop, Tom Castonguay, Wayne Duda, Mike Martin. 
 

 
Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   

In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please call the office. 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

 
 

The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 
Currently 

 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sundays, in person & online 8:30 & 10:30 am.  Visit our website for more information. 

Bible Study:  Sundays at 9:30 am in the Guild Room 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Community Suppers:  
Wednesdays at 4:00 

Sunday Suppers: Sundays at 4:00, November-March  
 

Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  
financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 

 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 
586-465-4573 
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Current Announcements 

 

 

Altar Flowers:  

Please Sign up for altar flowers on the bulletin board 

 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Please volunteer to host a coffee hour, the sign up sheet is in the hallway leading to the 
sanctuary. The host(s) makes and sets up the coffee and any snacks and then cleans up 
afterwards. You may also be reimbursed for any money you spend for snacks, just let 
Pastor Steve know! Thank you for sharing in the hospitality ministry of our parish! 

 

 

Bible Study: 

Please join us on Sundays at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall for our bible study. No prepa-
ration needed, just come, and listen and join in the conversation.   

We learn a great deal about scripture, our faith, ourselves, and each other! Hope to see 
you there! 

 

 

Macomb Community Band: Do you play an instrument? Have you played an instrument and want to start 
back up?  The Macomb Community Band needs you.  We rehearse here at Grace on Thursday Evenings 7-9.  

Lessons and Carols 

10:00am service on January 1st 

Grace Church Annual Meeting Mini Auction (January 29th) 

Everyone has a talent to offer. 

Bring your mini display for the auction table to the annual meeting. 

All proceeds will go to the general operating fund for Grace Church. 

 

Sign up in the church hallway. 
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Christmas Decorations made possible through these generous donations:  

In memory of Ross by Ann Strevel  

In memory of Llyod by Jennifer Holland 

In memory of Parents & Carol Hudson by Gerry and Jill Cottrell 

In memory of Husband Herman by Martha Houser 

In memory of loved ones by Donna Chapman 

In memory of John by Fran Merlo 

In memory of loved ones by Ann Farrell 

In memory of loved ones by Cheryle Kahl  

In memory of loved ones by Dolora Paull 

In memory of loved ones by Carolyn Siewert  

In memory of loved ones by Lucy and Jim Smith  

 

 

In honor of Marilee by Jennifer Holland 

 


